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‘gireat majority of the men who do the bur-

densome, -the laborious, the dangerous and the
unhealthy work in this State receive ne con-
sideration from this House. We members on
this side of the House are discontented with
the présent state of affairs. We are not look-
ing for kudos in this matter. T think we
have got past that stage; it is not worth
troubling about. We are loocking for some
immediate consideration for the great mass
of the people represented by this side of the
House, and also by the other side of the
House to some degree, who have been ill con-
sidered during the last few years,
Government, therefore to give favourable con-
sideration to the motion.

Onr .motion by Mr. Pickering, debate ad-

Journed.

Holtse adjmmrn}d at 9.39 p.ﬁ.

_Legislative HRssembly,
Thursdey, 28rd September, 1920

Public Service, overtime rates - 700
Amusements Tax e 709
-West Development . ..., ... 709
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.8elect Committes, Pactories and Shops Bill, extension
of time, to adjourn from place to éﬂm e 710
Annual Estlmates, general debate concluded, votes
- and items disenssed . TID
.‘Bill‘:‘Ronds Closure, ZR. 731

The SPEAKER took the -Chair. at 4.30
pm,, and read prayers.

QUESTION—PARLIAMENT HOUSE,
DAMAGE BY WHITE ANTS.

Mr. PICKERING asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Is he aware that white ants have
temporary
portien of Parliament House on the south
front? 2, In view of the fact that the fram-

A
sidered apart from those represented by
members on the Government side of the
Houge. Swurely the vast army of workmen,
silently carrying on their work under bad
eonditions, are entitled to comsideration. Ap-
parently they are shut out from all econsidera-
tion by this Chamber. No measure is passed
for their alleviation, Measures are promptly
introduced for primary industries, but the

I urge the -
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ing is of oregon pine, might it not reason-
ably be assumed that considerable damage
has occcurred thereto, and that there is a
flanger of the end work and stairease col-
lapsing? N

The MINISTER FOR WORES replied,— .

-1, Yes. 2, No. iy

QUESTION—PUBLIC SKERVIOE, OVER-
TIME RATES, -

Mr. SMITH asked the Premier: 1, Is he
aware *‘that the ‘rates for overtime paid to
a number of civil servants are less than the
rates paid for ordinary office hours? 2,
‘Will he issve instructions that this ancmaly
be corrected, and that the amounts so short
paid be recouped to the employees as from
1st July last?

The PREMIER replied: 1, The rates of
overtime paid to officers umder the Public
Service Act are those fixed by regulation,
and altkough in a few instances these are
less than the rate of salary paid, they are
higher in other cases. 2, The necessity, or
otherwigs, of amending the rates of pay for
overtime is already being considered by the
Public Service Commissioner.

QUESTION —AMUSEMENTS TAX.

Mr. JOHNSTON asked the Premier: 1,
Have the Government noticed that the Fed-
eral Government have decided to reduce the
tax on amusements? 2, Will the Goverument
consider the advisahility of introducing a
State tax on amusements to at least the ex-
tent of the reductions made in the existing
Federal tax?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, The
Government will give consideration to the
matter.

QUESTION—NORTH-WEST DEVELOP-
. MENT. -

Mr. ANGELO asked the Premier: 1, Has
he moticed the statement in last Friday’s
‘‘Weat Australian,’’ that the Hon, George
Miles, M.I..C., was proceeding to the Eastern
States ‘“to interview the Prime Minister on
the subject of proeeeding with the railways
in the far North in order to link up with ex-
isting lines’’? .2, Ts Mr. Miles proceeding as
a representative of the State Goevernment, or
has his mission in any way been accredited
by the State Government? 3,If so, what is the
natuore of the eredentials furmished him and
which railways ia he te advocate? 4, Will-
the Premier request the Minister for the
North-West to submit a policy for the de-
velopment of the North to be discussed and
approved of by the State Legisiature be-
fore any« representations are made to the
Federal Government?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, No.
3 and 4, Answered by No. 2.
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Q_U ESTION—EALGOORLIE MUNICI-
PAL COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS,

. GREEN asked the Premier: 1, Is le
awa.re that at a recent meeting of the Kal-
goorlie Municipal’ Gouncil, the following ré-
solutions were moved: —(1) ‘“That- the Gov-
ernment be requested to allow pasteral leages
to be granted to, applicants in the Bsperance
district as elsewhere, and that the Repatria-
tion Board. grant assistance to returned sol-
diers in the Lspera,nce distriet as obtaing in
other localities in the State.’’ (2.) ‘‘That
the Government be requested toc arrange for

the continuous shipment of rails and sleepers.

from Albany to Esperance instead of allow-
ing the hoat to be idle for a week to 10 days
at a time at Albany at the expense of the
taxpayer.’’ (3.) “‘That provision at once be
made in the Estimates for the sum neeessary
for the completion. of the Esperance-North-
wards railway to the 65-Mile Dam, which has
received the King’s sanction, ag the Minister
for Works informed the last deputation that
the mdney .already available would only be
sufficient for construction to 40 miles morth-
wards.’’ (4.) “‘That the elearing and for-
mation for”the balanee required to be done
to 64 miles be at once proceeded with,’’ 2,
What is the mtentlon of the Government with
regard to Nos, 2, 3, and 4.

The PBEMER replied:
4, Answered by No. 1

Mr. Green:, That is no good.
The PREMIER:

1, No. 2, 3, and
Yes, it is.

QUESTION —AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE

SITE.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Premier: When
will the report of the commission appointed
te inquire into the site for the Agncu]tural
College be made available?

The PREMIER replied: 'The matter is
still under consideration, further informa-
tion on many points being desirable. In the
meantime the Gavernment are endeavouring
to arrange for the accommodation next year
of an additional number of students at the
Narrogin Farm School, whilst the new High
Sehool at Northam will afford special faeili-
ties for the study of the seience of agrienl-
ture.

QUESTION—WHEAT, LOCAL - CONBSUMP-
TION.

Mr. TROY asked the Homnorary Minister:

What ameunt of wheat was required for
seed, food, and loeal consumption during
the year 1919-20%

The HONORARY MI\"ISTF_B{ replied:
Approximately, 1,558,000 bushels for seed
and feed for season "1919. 20, and 1,434,000
bushels for loeal eonsumpt.lon for the elght
moaths ending 31st Auguost, 1920,

[ASSEMBLY.]

SELECT COMMITTEE _FACTQRIES
AND SHOPS BILL,

Extension of Time.

_On motion by the Minister for Minés the
time for bringing up the Select Committee’s
report was extended to the Tth Qctober,

_To adjourn from place to place.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. ..
Seaddan— Albany) [4.40]: I move—

That Jeave be given to the Select Com-
mittee appointed to eonsider’ ‘¢ The- Factor-
ies and Shops Bill’’ to adjourn from place
to place.

It is not our intention to move about unduly,
but there arec one or two places in the Stato
in which we hope to have an opportunity of
taking evidence without any expense at all.
For instance, I propose to visit Geraldton
to-night and will be accompanied by the mem-
ber for the district (Mr. Willeock) and oae
or two other members of the Select Com-
mittee. We expect to take evidence in Ger-
aldtori to-morrow, The same thing will pro-
bably apply to Katapning and Albany later
on, BSo far as possible we will avoid trav-
elling, but the opportunity now presenting

. itself should be availed of, and I think

it desirable to move this motion.

Mr. JOHNSTON (Williams-Narrogin)
[4.42]: I notice that the Minister for Mines.
has referred to a proposal that the Select
Committes shounld visit Katamning and Al-
bany. This Bill caused a good deal of con-
cern fo some of my constituents. I believe
the chairman of the Seleet Committee has
correspondence on the subject from Narro-
gin. If the Committee intend to take evi-
dence in Katanning, I would snggest that
Narrogin should also be included, so that
the people there who are interested in the
matter, and have already communicated
with the Committee on the subjeet, should
have the same opportunity of having their
voices heard as others in a neighbonring
locality.

Question put and passed

ANNTUAL ESTIMATES, 1920-21.
In Gommittee of Supply.

Debate resumed from 21st September, on
the Treasurer’s Financial Statement and on

the Annual Estimates; Mr. Foley in the
Chair. :

Vote—Legislative Council, £015:

Mr. GREEN ({Kalgoorlie) 7[4 43]: I have .

not a great deal to say on the Buadget, but
this is the only echance I have had of reply
ing to certain statemenis made by the Min-
ister for Woods and Forests with regard fo
myself. Aa he is leaving for Geraldtom in
half-an-hour I-take this opportunity of some-
what re-arranging my speech in order to deal
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with his remarks. The Minister the other
evening adopted the old policy—seeing that
he had no case he attacked the other side,
intending, of course, to put me on the de-
fensive when he himself was charged with
what I considered to be a misdemeanour.
He read through a speech, taken from ‘‘Han-
sard,’’ delivered by me on the 28th Feb-
ruary, 1918, and inferred from the state-
ments I had made, in quoting from a leiter
from Mr, Mow Fung, of Hong Kong, that
f‘the hon. member got right into it him-
gelf.”” When it is considered that, although
I might have had the chance to gain a per-
sonal advantage from some knowledge that
I had obtained from a particular source, I
halted on the gquestion frem October, 1916, to
February, 1918, [ think this will be suffic-
ient proof to hon. members that I had neo
intention whatever of seeking any personal
advantage. Furthermore, I offered my ex-
perience to the House, at the invitation of
the then Treasurer, the member for Irwin
(Mr. Gardiner). It will be remembered that

the Treasurer was worrying abount squaring .

the finances, like the present Treasurer. He
said ‘I want you to regard yourselves’’—

meaning the members of the House—‘33 "

being 49  co-directors with me, and
I invite snggestions whereby the rev-
enue of the country may be increased.’’

I thought this was a good opportunity, I
advise hon, members to read the whole of my
remarks, if they can bear with them, made on
the 28th February, 1918. Those remarks
show that I was prepared, with regard to my
knowledge of China, to lay 'the whole of the
cards on the table, I suggested to the Gov-
ernment in this Chamnber that they would be
able not merely to make £50,600 a year out
of the sandalwood business, but also to raise
the prica to the cutters and aset aside a con-
siderable sum for reforestation. That was
not the aet of a man wanting to get into the
business himself with both hands, However,

my suggestion was not listened to at that -

time. I then brought the matter forward
again in the '‘Westralian Worker,”’ urging
that the Government should take over the
sgndalwood business as a State monopoly.
That was two years after I received that
letter from China. Meantime I was receiv-
ing numerous letters from sandalwood getters
all over the State. In particular, two getters
were for some time anxious to see me and
confer with me regarding the business. They
were men who sent out teams from the
Boulder—Messrs, Joyce and Watkins, They
repeatedly expressed a desire to see me. I
did not then kmow them personally, though I
knew of them as being interested in teams at
Widgemooltha. The point is that they, as
big getters, saw that for several years the
sandalwood getters throughout the State had
never received more than £8 7s, 6d. per ton,
except on one oceasion, when, they received
£9 per ton. But £8 7s. 6d. had been the price
prevailing over 30 years. Messrs. Joyce and
Watkins were business men, and had money
behind them, and they saw that they were

being robbed under the arrangements then .
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existing; and eonsequently they were anxious
to get intn the export trade for themselves.
The member for Brownhill-[vanhoe (M.
Lutey) will bear me ont in saying that Mr.
Joyee tried for months té get in contalt with
me. I was dodging Mr. Joyce because I
wantedl the Government to take the business
over, However, Mr. Joyce, on the day be.
fore he was leaving for China, called at my
house and said to me, ‘*Now, look here, why
eannot you give me this information? Give
me a letter of introduction to anyone you
know in Singapore or Hong Kong, and we
will make you a partoer in the firm withott
your putting a penny into it yourself.’’ In
fact, I had not a pemny. In the circum-
stances, what would any man have done?
What would the Minigter for Mines have
donef What would any man in his sane
senses have done? After two years of advo-
cating what I believed to be in the best in-
terests of the country, I found myself in a
position to help the sandalwood getters. Mr.
Joyce went to China and saw the position
for himngelf, and thereuponm, for the first time
in the history of this State, the big sandal-
wood monopoly, thogse who had been in the
trade up t{o. then, encountered opposition.
The prade had up to that time been jn the
Lands of one or two small merchants working
in unison with Patersom & Co. Thia was in
the month of October, 1918,

Mr. Pickering: There was always competi-
tion in the sandalwood trade. .

Mr. GREEN: Whatever competition there
was, the getter under the previcus arrange-
ment never received more than £9 per ton.

Mr, Pickering: He has never received more
sinde.

Mr. GREEN: The hon. member knows
nothing about it. Sandalwood recently went
up to £16 10s. per ton. Directly Joyce and
Watking got into the sandalwood market,
sandalwood began to rise. Mr. Jobhn met Mr.

Joyce in the street and eaid to him, ‘‘If you .-

have made -any money in the sandalwood
business, get out. of it, otherwise you will be
squeezed out.’’ Sandalwood rose from £9 to
£10, to £12, and to £14 per ton. Ultimately
the getter received as much ag £16 10s. per
ton, So that in two years, dering which
24,000 tonue of sandalwood were exported,
there was an average rise of £5 per ton in
the price paid to the getters. That repre-
sents a gift to the getiers of this country of
more than £100,000, a pgift due to the faet
that Joyce and Watking were operating in
China. When they had got into the business
and had managed to stick there, five or- six
other sandalwood getters also gained a foot-
ing in the export trade. The result was the
smashing up of the monopoly, and an addi-
tional return of fully £120,000 to the pro-
ducers of this country. - So much for my
getting intp the business with both hands.
The Minister for Mines has said that the
firm of Joyce & Watkins is being run with
Chinese money, that the money was put up
by Chinese firms, and that I have been act-
ing as an agent for Chinese. I admit at
once that if that charge could be made to
stick, or even if it was based on a suhstratum
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of truth, I should be guilty of going against
iny principles and agaiost my belief in the
White Australian policy.

Hon, W, C, Angwin: To whom could you
sell the sandalwood except to the Chinese?
~ Mr, GREEN: That is a different proposi-
tion, We know that if ‘we send. products to
China, we must sell them to the Chinese, The
Minister for Mines, when he was in the flour
niilling business, was dealing with merchants

who were anxious to send cargoes of
flour - to Singapore and Hong Kong to
feed the 'Chinese. In that, of course,

there in nothing against the White Aus-
tralia’ policy. Bnt if T had been simply
a henechman of ‘‘joss-house bosses,’’ as the
Minister said in that truly diverting language
which is charaeteristic of him, there would
have. been something derogatory to my prin-
eiples.

Mr. Pilkington: Why should not a man act
as agent for a Chinese firm in Australia?

Mr. GREEN: The member for Perth may
have his own ideas with regard to that mat-
ter, JFrom an Australian point of view,
however, such a position would be insupport-
able, at any rate for me. Now let me say
that the Minister for Mines knows that the
statement in question is an absolute mis-
statement. I eould of course go  into
heroics and dare the Minister to resign
the Albany seat, whereupon I would re-
sign the Kalgoorlie seat, and then the charge

he has  made against me could be in-
vestigated by -mno less a hody than
a Royal Commission; and if the charge

was held to be proved I would go out of
politics, and if the contrary, the Minister
would go out of politics. I throw out that
challenge to the Minister now in calm lan-
guage. The firm of Joyce & Watkins is re-
gistered at the Supreme Court. There are
three men in the firm—Joyce, Watkins, and
Green, three white men who, in order to do
their business,. go into the open market
against big firms such as Paterson & Co.
and get a fair share of the business. But
let us see- what = aearch. made at the office

of the Registrar of Companies has revealed .

with regard to the big sandalwood firm
which -has been operating bere for a con-
‘siderable time.. The member for Sussex
(Mr. Pickering) has atated here that for
two years past-Patérson & Co. have not had
a Chinése member in their firm. The search
I refer to, which was made on the 13th
February last, revealed that out of, 30,000
shares in Paterson & Co., Duncan Paterson
held 7,000, that the second largest holder
was Fong Lang, of Canton—a good Austra-
lian name; that another large holder was
Mrs. Owe Yooy Fong, of Hong Kong; and
that the rest of the shares are distributed
largely among the Patersen family in vari-
ous parts of the world, These faets show
beyond question that the firm, whiech un-
doubtedly thought that it was going to get
a monopoly of sandalwood, is largely
finaneed by OChinese money. That is not
the case as regards the firm of Joyce &

there is nothing in it,

[ASSEMBLY.}

‘Watking, - Indeed, the Minigter for Mines
has paid a tribute to' my partners,  He
said— .

I have never refused to see the hon.
member on any oceasion. He came to my
house at Mount Lawley and asked me to

"se¢ My, Joyee. I have the greatest res-

pect for Mr, Joyce and his other partner.
It is Green that is the devil

The hon, member i» a member of the firm

of Joyee & Watkins, who have been deal-
;ing in sandalwood. N i
Thus it will be seen that my firm iz a white
firm consisting of three Ausiralians, and
that the big firm which expected to get the
sandalweod monopoly is largely financed by
Chinese money. The Minister made vari-
ous statements as to which 1 might simply
say that there is not mueh in them.  Still,
they cannot be allowed to pass without re-
ference. In his heat the Minister said—

A man who eannot go on the Esplanade
to address members of the community with-
out taking a revolver in his pocket—

referring fo myself, That sounds good.
Let me say that if I chose to carry a re-
volver I would. be at perfect liberty to do
so, provided I got the necessary licence.
But, although I have been in some pretiy
wild corners of the globe, I have never in
my life found it nccessary to carry a re-
volver—never in my life. We went through
fairly strenuous conditions in the anti-
conseription eampaign, during which a good
deal of heat and intolerance was manifested
on both sides. But in my opinion the con-
ditions were never such as to justify any
man in carrying a revolver. I never did.
The Minister can take up another challenge
on this point—he to resign Albany, I to re-
sign Kalgoorlie; let him prove his charge
if he ean, and I go out; if he cannot prove
it, let him go out. However, that iz cheap;
A challenge of that
kind is redlly silly. But the Minister knows
that in order to discount what I stated, hon-
estly believing it to be true, he threw a lot
of mud at me. Most of his charges were of
such a childish character as proved that the
Minister had nothing to bring against me,
notwithstanding that he bad raked every
corner he possibly could in order to be-
smirch my reputation. The Minister said—
““There are no¢ Chinese presents in my
house.”’ What does he mean by that state-
ment? T shall try to eliminate personalities
so far as I possibly can, this afternoon. I
am not going to refer to presents that may
be in the Minister’s house. I merely want
to -clear myself, and I say that there are no
presents from Chinese in my house. There
are in my house several eurips which 1
brought from China. There is a set of
curios which was sent to me by a Britisher
in Hong Kong. It has reached me since
my refurn from China, The Britisher in
question, let me mention, ia not in the san-
dalwood trade at all. He is an Australian
for whom I have a high regard; s man in
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charge of ome of the (overnment depart-
ments in - Hong XKoog. 1 say there is' mo
substratum of truth whatever in the Minis-
ter’s insinuation, He further stated—

The white Australian poliey provides
.+ that no Chinamen shall get up in business
in Australia except with white peopls, or
people of European origin, who are pre-
pared -to act as their tools.
That is the position of the Minister, Now 1
have done with that phase of the question.
The Ministér should know that there are
‘Chinese working the trade execluaively in
Fremantle, children of full-blooded Chinese
parents on both sides. He must know that.
He must know that Jack Cheong is a pure-
blooded Chinese and is in the sandalwood
business, There are other sandalwood firms
financed by Chinese money. But I am wnot
going to take advantage of the shelter ‘of
thia Chamber to bdlock any opposition by
preventing those firms from getting a fair
deal. Accordingly I shall not mention their
names. He also said— :

* I never joined- with any mob to get
heaps of stones piled up on the road in
Hannans-strest. How soon the member
for Kalgoorlie langhs. How:soon he ad-
mits his guilt.
The hon. member himself now laughs.
knows it is a joke., He knows that I never
piled up any stones. We have had, at times,
considerable heat over Parliamentary differ-
ences. When he was a member of the Labouor
party there was no man for whom I had a
higher regard. For such a man of strong
personality and hard-bhitting power, when
you think he is right, and when he is with
you, yon must have a good deal of enthns-
iasm. When he left the Labour party I felt
o good deal of resentment, some of which still
remaina, But never have I attempted to pile
up stones to shy at him, or asked anyone else
to do so. The only similar occasion 1 can
call to mind was soon affer he left us. He
was speaking at a meeting in Morris’ hall
when some fellow. threw a tomato, and, I
think, with good aim.
" - The Minister for Mines: - You did not
throw that tomato? . :

- Mr, GREEN: Ng, T was not at the meeting,
Whenever the hon. member was speaking in
Kalgoorlie I made a point of keeping right
away. The only other charge the hon. mem-
ber made against me was in regard to a
letter. I can reeall no instanee of writing
a letter to a firm on Parliamentary paper.
The manager for Mesara, Joyee & Watkina
is Mr. Joyce. The firm have the usual busi-
ness letter heading and Mr, Joyce writes for
the firm. I have frequently written to Hong
Kong to a friend of mine, a superintendent
of mails, an Australian who understands Aus-
tralian politics. T am a strong partisan, and
on oceasion during the’war I gave him my
view of Australian .politics. Whether such
a letter of mine was censored or not, I do not
know, However, I went to the Minister on
the day after his statement, and asked him to

He

(]

let me have a copy of the letter he had ‘re-
ferred to. He said, “'I will not show you
the letter.”’ So, without being able to put
up any defence, I am accused of having done
something dire under cover of a Parliament-
ary envelope, so that the eensor would not
eee it. It is said that I wrote to some banued
German firm in Hong Kong with a view to
getting business through them. The charge
is too silly for words. ’

Mr. Johnston: How did the Government
get a letter from the censor, anyhow?

Mr. GREEN: I am not prepared to go
into that. The eensor nowadays is controlled
by the Police Department; the Minister is in
charge of the police, and I suppose he has
exercised the power given him to peruse what
correspondence he wishes "to see, in order to
make & charge of the kind.

The Minister for Mines:
did nothing of the sort.

Mr. GREEN: I accept the assurance. But
Measra. Joyce & Watkins, like any other fifm
with common sense, would not write to a firm
which they thought was banned. We reach
out for our business, eertainly; we take the
directory of Hong Kong, of Singapore, or of
Java, and we write to people—we did so dur-
ing the war—soliciting their orders. The
British censor may have banned some parti-
cular- firm in the meantime; but no man of
any ‘senge in 2 British community would
write to one whom he thought was banned.
The idea of Mr, John being specially selected
to reeeive this sandalwood deal was not con-
ceived in my own mind; it was in the minds
of all the sandalwood merchants at that time.
The Minister will remember that the buyers
in Fremantle were greatly perturbed at the -
idea of the sandalwood going to ome particu-
Jar firm, and consequently they met the Min-
ister on the 20th February. At that meet-
ing it was suggested that a conference of
the merchants present should be held .with a
view to arriving at an amieable arrange-
ment regarding the pooling of the export, so
that the Government might recéive aroyalty
and’ safeguard the cutters, The Minister ap-
proved of the proposal. Following on-that,
the merchants held the meeting. Here are
the minuted, signed by every merchant pre-
gent, including Mr, F. W, Barrymore, Mr. G.
John, representing Messra. Paterson & Co,,
Mr. Le Quesne, Mr, J. ¥, Pilgrim, Mr, Johe
Hector, Mr. John Stewart. One portion of
the minutes reads as followa:—

Mr. Hector moved—*¢That the Minister
be asked to fix the price whiech skall be
paid to the sandalwood cutters, and also
the royelty to the Government.’’  Mr.

Joyee seconded. The motion was put, and

Messrs. Hector, Stewart, Joyee, Barrymore,

LeQuesne, and the chairman voted in

favour. Mr, John refrained from voting.

The motion was carried. Mr. Stewart

moved—**That in the event of the Minis-

-tet proeeeding with tenders, the tenderera

be allowed by the Government to be pres-

ent when the tenders are opened and read.’”’

Mr, Barrymore seconded. In view of the

I assure you I
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. susplcmns that have been cast upon the
“manner in which tenders for sandalwood
have been called, and in justification of
- this réquest, Mr. Stewart read an ‘extract
“from a letter received by John Stewart &
Co. from China by last mail, clearly stat-
" ing that the idea is entertained there of
© an attempt ‘o the part of a Jcertain firm
in ‘the trade to corner the market in Aus-
tralia, Messrs. Johd. Stewart & Co. are
willing to hand this- letter to ‘the Minister,
8o that the namé of the firin believed to he
implicatéd eari be known to' the: Minister,
-+ Messrs, Hector, Stewart, Joyce, Barrymore,
and the chan-ma.n votad in favour of the
-_momon .Mr. John 2nd Mr. Le Quesne re-
- frained from voting.
I think I have shown 'that a.ny -charges mado
against me were absolutely baseless, and also
that there was good reason for believing that;
in respeet of the calling of tenders, ot every-
thing was as it might have béen. That was
further supported by tle fact that the Min-
ister never -at-any time gave a solid reason—
he cannet do 80 now—why the tenders were
called. The Minister the oJther evening
stated that £9 per ton, which was the mini-
mum, te be paid to the cutters, and which
under the system would -become the maxi-
mum also, was more than they are getting
now, There is a elump just now but, even
s0, the lowest price iz £12 per ton, whereas
of course under that proposed arrangement

the highest pnce would have been £9 per-

ton, When I peint out that for the last two
years there has been an average price of
between £13.and £14 per ton, it will be seen
that the cutters were going to get no benefit
whatever. If the (Government had proposed
to nationalise the sardalwood nokody ecould
have complained. Now I. am not going to
deal wtih that subject any further. Let me
turn to the Budget.

The Minister. for Mines: Before you leave
the subject: the only thing abount which I am
concerned is the definite statement.you made
that T was fraterniging with John, cheek.hy
Jowl, and that: you wéuld leave it to members
to form their own. conclusion as to whether
any money had passed. Do you think that is
a fau- statemeut? :

. GREEN=~ It was sald that’ you were
seen in theé cou‘)pany of Jobu. * -

" The Minister for Mines: I say T was never
in John’s company until he .came with the
depntation to my office. You lave been mis-

informed. I wﬂl stake mv life on what I
hiave said.
Mr. GREEN I am. prepaled tn accept

what the Minister tells me, .

Mr. Underwood: No, do not do that ro-
sign!

. The Minister for Mmes Do you thmk that
in the circumstances it was a fair staternent
to make?
~ Mr. GREEN: I made the statement be-
eanse people upon whom I can depend had
told me that the Minister was seen jn the
company of John, Even if there was nothing
wrong in that it was exceedingly indiscreet,
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in view of the statement made that Pater-
son and Co. were to get the monopo]y

"~ The Minister for Mines: I gtill say that
I was not in John’s ecompany.

* Mr, GREEN: I accept that assurance.
-But I say that at the time, not having the
assurance of the Minister, I was not unfair
in making sueh a-statement.~ The Minister
now gives me ‘his assurance that he was ‘not
in fobn's company, and I accept-it. Now
Jet me addréss mydelf to the Budget. . The
Premier told us.that he had . received
£560,000 more than he expieted to receive.
The Premier was never happy when in-Op-
position.. He then -told us that the country
was on the verge of rnin,’

The Premier: It i3 no longer s0. -

Mr. GREEN: The simple statement fmm
the Premier that the country is no longer on
the verge of ruin eannot bé dccepted. We
liave seen that the deficit is piling up. .

- The Premier: Do you ohjeet to increased
wagen? ‘

Mr. GREEN: Increased wages are the
long snit with the Premier. Does the Pra-
mier contend that, notwithstanding the high
cost of living, wages should be maintained
at pre-war rates?

The Premier: No, but apparently you do,
for you object to increased expenditure.

Mr. GREEN: I do not object to inereased
wages. ’

The Premier: Inereased wages mean in-
creased expenditure.

Mr. GREEN: If wages have gome up,
incomes and taxation also have gone up. As
was shown by the member for North-East
Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin) the other
evening, there has been a considerable im-
erease in direet taxation a$ against what the
Labour Government received. A large num-
ber of business men in this community have
done better during and. since.the war than
ever befors. If they have done well
by fair trade, X have no objection to
raise, but if they have become rich
by inflating the price of foodstuffs
and the clothes of the working class,
the only way to get at them is to see that
the burden of taxation falls on.their shoul-
ders. The income tax exemption of £156
for the married man and £100 for the single
man places a great burden on the workers
of this State, especially when we consider
the comparatively low purchasing power of
meney to-day. It is the Premier’s duty to

‘ease the burden of taxation on-the under-

paid workers, The minimum should be at

Teast £300, and the taxation on those people

who hava done so romarkably well during -
the years of war and since should be greatly
increased. The Premier has not the courage
to do this, but I warn him that if he does
not do it, the Federal Government will do
it. In fswt the Federal Government are
doing it already

The Premier: You would not support me
when I wanted to make the exemption
£200.
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Mr, GREEN: Let the Premier propose $0
make the exemption £300 and I shall sup-
port him,

Mr. Johnston: I supported the Premier
on that occasion,

Mr. GREEN: 8o did we. The Premier
should realise how 'the purchasing power of
money has declined and should raise the in-
come tax exemption so that any man who is
receiving less than £300 per annum shall not
be liable to pay income tax, The Premier
told uws the other night that he was not pre-
pared to impose increased taxation. A
uight or two afterwards he announced that
the Arbitration Court had awarded railway
servants increases amounting to about £350,-
000. Did not the Premier know that a large
increase would ‘be granted to the railway
servants?

The Premier:- I am not deaf.
you shout sof

Mr, GREEN: On previous occasions 1
have spoken in guite as loud a voice and
the Premier has fallen asleep, I am parti-
cularly anxious to keep him awake on this
vccasion. Did not the Premier know that
he would have to pay increased wages to
the railway menf? Why did not he allow
for the increase in his Estimates?

The Premier: Did you know the amount?

Mr. GREEN: No, but I knew there would
e a big increase.

The Premier: Did youf?

Mr. GREEN: Yes, and so did the. Pre-
mier and yet he did not allow for it. As
a genial travelling pal and a jolly good fel-
low 1 place the Promier first, but when it
comes to mattérs of finance I put him dead
last. He reminds me of some of the hoomed
Generals who went to the war and whose
reputations as goon ag they went into zetion
were blown away in smoke. Notwithstand-
ing the camouflage and boom of the daily
Press in the Premier’s favour, I regard him
not as a financial gening who can steer this
country to prosperity, but as merely ' a
pricked bubble. Physically, the Premier
maintains the same appearance, but mentally
he ia & pricked bubble.

The Premier: I am satisfied you are not a
judge of mental capacity.

Mr. GREEN: What does the Premier
propose to do in order to make up for the
large increase which has been awarded to
the railway employ2es? The Premier says
in effeet to the people in the country, *“You
have been paying freights which the people
in the town do not have to pay, but because
of the higher wages which we have to pay
to employees those of you who are furthest
ontback must make good these inmcreases?

Mr. Underwood: A man living at Lee-
derville pays some of it.

Mr. GREEN: He does not pay much.

Mr. Underwood: He pays a fair share.

-Mr, GREEN: He should pay more than
he is paying. The hon. member’s interjee-
tion will not bear examination. What is
Aupatralia’s great trouble to-dayd It is the

[27]

Why do

715

fact that in this great continent two-thirds
of the population have flocked to the towne.

Mr. Underwood: They have te pay their
way.

Mr. GREEN: Yes, but they are living in
congenial surroundings compared with what
the hon. member woald have if he were on
a farm at Tammin or somewhere thereabout.
In order to make life in the country toler-
able for the people some of the burdens
must be lifted from the shouvlders of the
producers, whether tliose producers be farm-
ers or men engaged in the mining indusbry.
The IPremier is agking our producers to pro-
duee more, #nd at the same time he is advo-
cating this benighted policy to incremse the
already heavy burden under which the pro-
ducers are struggling to-day. I hope that
our farmers will long continue to get high
prices for their‘export wheat. With vastly
increased production in consequence of the
high prices ruling, the small quaatity of
cereal required for home consumption if sold
at export prices will be but a small gair to
the farmer, but a heavy burden to other pro-
ducers. The Governnient must drop the idea
of further taxing the people throngh the
ratlways, No matter what we do, we can
never balance the railway ledger by in-
ereasing railway freights, The former
Commissioner of Railways, Mr, Short, in
every report. emphasised the fact that we
could never expect te square the railway
ledger by inereasing freights and fares. He
told us that the only way was to increase
the population of the State and that is the
whole point. In order to inecrease the popn-
lation of the State, it is necessary to impose
a tax on umnimproved land values. The finan-
cial magnates of the city who would have to
pay most under taxation of this kind have
always tried to mislead the people of the
country by asserting that advocates of the
tax desired to further penalise the farmer.
Unimproved land values taxation will do
nothing of the kind. In fact, under =such
a scheme of taxation the money could he set
agside to reduce railway freights and the
farmers would .be relieved of some of

their burdens. Suppose a farmer bas
1,000 acres, the unimproved value of
which is 10s. per acre—the averago

price of much of our country land is 10s.
an aecre—it would not matter how much
the farmer improved his holding, that wvalue
would mot be increased for taxation pur-
poses. The farmer could be asked to pay
at the rate of 6d. in the pound, so that on
1,000 acres he would pay £12 10s. per yvear.
Roughly speaking, unimproved land values
in this State fotal about 20 million pounds,
and a tax of 6d4. in the pound would bring
in £500,000 per year, ome half of which
amount would bé obtained from the valu-
able blocks in the metropolitan area. Who
has given to the blocks in S8t. George’s-
terrace, Perth, and in Hannan-street, Kal-
goorlie, their present high value¥ In the
case of Kalgoorlie, it iz the man working
in the gold-mining areas outback; in the case
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of Perth, it ig the farmers scattered
throughout the country, for all our railways
radiate from Perth and Fremantle. Blocks
in Hay-street and in St. George’s-terrace
would not be worth twopence an acre if the
aboriginey were still in undisturbed posses-
ston. ‘[hese bloeks are worth thousands of
pounds because of the people who are here,
becapse of the farmers who are opening up
the country and because of the work of the
pioneers out in the back areas. It should
not be necessary to emphasise that this in-
creasg.in values belongs to the community
and that the community should get it.
Under the unimproved land values taxation
which I advocate, £250,000 a year would
come from the landlords in the metropolitan
area—men who have done nothing to in-
crease the value of their holdinge. The
farmer would pay £12 10s. by way of taxa-
tion on his thousand acres of land. Suppose
he had 300 acres cropped apd got a 10
bushel average; that would mean 3,000
bushels of wheat. The average railway
haulage on wheat would. be about 3%d. per
bughel or on that quantity a total of £39
7s. 6d.. The farmer pays freights in respect
of other produce sent to market and he has
to pay. freights on the machinery, groceries,
and the thousand and one other articles
required on, the farm. These freights would
amount to another £20 12s. 6d. a year.

Mr. Joknston: More than that.

Mr. GREEN: Then that makes my case
all the stronger. A small farmer is at
present paying at least £60 a year by way
of railway freights. If we raised £500,000
by way of unimproved land values taxa-
tion, and earmarked that amount as a set-
off against the £1,500,000 now paid annu-
ally for the carriage of grain, minerals, live-
stock, horses, parcels, ete., the amall farmer.
ingtead of paying £60 per annum, would
have to pay only £40 for freights,

Mr, Johnston: You. would: inerease the
land tax. 1,200 per cent.¥

Mr. GREEN: Yes, The Pramier has told
us. about the. settlement of 3;000 returned
soldiers.on the land but a large number of
those men have been placed on purchased
farms; whereas all of them should have
been placed on virgin land. If he intro-
duced taxation on unimproved values, the
owners of valuable blocks adjacent to our
railways, men who are waiting for the un-
earned increment, would have to pay the
tax or else sell out to other people. Then,
inatead of having about 90 people to every
mile of railway as at present, we would
have closer settlement all along the rail-
ways. The position of the farmer is ome
of isolation from his fellows because under
the most favoured conditions in the eastern
sgrienltural areas, the.holder of a modest
1,000 acres is 134 miles distant from his
neighbours, provided.they occupy.adjoining
blocks, and there are large stretches of
country without any settlement at all
Throughout the country: we would have
closer settlement, life.on- the land would-be

“in  Australia,
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worth living, and above all, production
would be inereased as never before. It has
often been quoted that there was one block
in Melbourne which was s0ld when the first
land sale took place there, for the sum of
about £28. Ten years later that block was
disposed of again fer £4,000, To-day it is
worth 114 million pounds. It does not re-
quire any argument to impress upon the
minds of hon. members that the whole of
that value has been created by the fact
that thousands of people have settled in
Melbourne, and that therefore it is a commu-
nity value. .

Mr. Johnston: Is that the wvalue without
the buildings? ‘

Mr. GREEN: Yes. Eighty-six per cent.
of the people of Australia are without land,
and thia in a community where we may
say there is land everywhere, It is frue
that we have problems in Australia, and as
one of our poete has said there is a great
dead heart so far as Auatralia is concerned.
But that dead heart is so richly mineralised
that none of us can tell what the future
may bring forth so far as the apparently
sterile portion of the continent is con-
cerned, Thore are very large fertile areas
and on the occasion of a
recent trip I made through the six, States
it struek me foreibly that if we could only
get our fertile lands thrown open we could
invite millions from Europe to settle on
them. Weé could force those lands. into
cuitivation by imposing a taxz on the unim-
proved. value.. The. people from Europe,
whom we would invite to come to our
shores, would perbaps talk a language
different from ours. But what of that?
They would be white, and once having
married here and the children of those
people having gone through' the curriculum
of the State sc¢hools, even. though they
might possess un-British names, they would
none the less- be Australians, and would
prove good citizens. Qur experience then
would be similar-to that.of Ameriea, where
the blending of the white races has done
so much for that country, The people who
would be invited to. come to our- shores
would exist under the very best conditions,
and the race that would follow would be
thoroughly Australian. It is our- duty to
get the country more <¢losely populated.
There should be some system of umlocking
the land becaunge there is room here for 50
million people.

Mz, Piesse: There is plenty of land avail-
able now.

Mr. GREEN: The hon. member would want
to send people away beyond Bencubbin; or
to use.an American expretsion, he would send
them to Hell and Gone so long as: those
lands, owned perhaps by the old families
with swvhom the hon. member is connected,
were not touched.

Mr, Piesse: There is good land north- of
Coweowing.

Mr- GREEN: Why send people out theref
We would have them crying out for amother
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railway, Coweowing north, or Bullabulling
apoth, [ am sick of these railway extensioms.
We travel along our railway lines, and we
seeo mile after mile of fercile country which
is not eultivated. While we have such land
available, let us utilise it, let us sece whether
we can get 200 people per mile of railway
ag they have in the Eastern States Instead of
90 people.. Let the PRremier impose a tax
on the unimproved value of the land. The
*West Australian’’ used to be continually
advoeating this, but it has been quiet on the
subject- for over a month. That newspaper
helieves in this method of raising revenue,
and of bringing the land close to the railways
into cultivation, but perforce they have to sit
mun. I would advocate & tax of sixpence in
the pound on the unimproved value of the
land, and if the Premler would only give a
lead in this direction we would see the seribe
on the ‘‘West Australian’’ get busy and
write a couple of columns in a manher that
I could not possibly expect to emulate. It
ig up to the Premier to set the example. I
Tecognise that members on both sides of the
House are ag leen as [ am in making Ans-
tralia a great country, but we can never hope
to be great until we have closer settlement.
The present Premier, in no ecircumstances,

. and no Premier in-present cireumsfances, can
expect to finance a State sueh as this with
a- population of ouly one-third of a million
people.. We.must get more people, and we
must. not. send them to the back of beyond
either. We must impose a-tax on the unim-
proved. ' value of the land so as to compel
those people who rofuse to enltivaie, to enl-
tivate. If.we do that we will lift a* big bur-
den -from those people who are already open-
ing. up the country out.back.

Mr; ANGELQ (Gascoyne) [5.36]: In de-
livering the Budgét speech the Premiertold
us that' notwithstanding that hig estimate
of 'the révénue was'considerably excoefled, we
ended the financial year with a" deficit of
£668:224. The hon. géntleman blames the
exnstmg high wages to’ & large extent for
this unsatxsfactory eondition of affaira, ani
no doubt he is’ correct. The deputy leader
of the Opposition (Hon: W. C. Anpgwin), in
the course' of' an able' speech: delivered on
Tuesday night, attribated the year’s defic-
jency to want'of business'acumen on the part
of the members of the: Treasury bemel.
There may be sometihng in that, but those
two hon. géntlemen have missed the most
important featuré of all, and it is to that
feature that I have drawn attention on two
previous ocasions’' when addressing myself
to this subjeet. It is my intention to bring
the matter again under the notice of the
House, because I regard it as the most im-
portant factor comnected with' the umsatis-
factory state of the finances to-day—I refer
td our'relationship with the Comimounwealth,
Tir 1938 I got some figures from the Under
Treasurer, and’ asked ecrtain' questions in

the House, in' order to" leari. whether the
figares which had heen supplied to me wére -

cortect.
said—
I consider, and a great many people in
the State do so.as well, that:the chief cense
of our financial embarrassment at the prea-
ent time i3 our relationship to the Fed-
eral Government. Speaking on financial
matters last evening the leader of the Op-
position said he considered that question
transcended all others, and should be de-
bated by all. Towards the eonclusion of
last session, I asked certain .questions in
this House and I should like to repeat
those questions and give the answers which
were supplied.
The figures which were given me. by the Un-
der Treasurer were for the year ended June,
1917, and they showed that we received from
the Commonwealth £750,245 and at the same
time the Commonwealth received from us by
way of direet and indirect taxation
£1,696,915, showing a deﬁmency against tl'ns
Si‘.a.te of £946 670.
Hon. T. Walker Do you*melude pensiona
in that¥

Mr. ANGELO: 'I‘ha.t.total includes the"ebir:
tributions under the' Burplus’ Revenue Awet,
the - special contributious; old age pensions)
maternity bonus and everything ‘els? that the
Treasurer could think: of at the timé, Last
year I again' referrell- to this- matter, and
quoted the opinion of the then Colonial Sed
retary. I said nearly 12- mionths agé—-

There- i3 one phase” of ou¥" firiancial posit
tion which” neither” the . Prémiei mor the
leader of the Opposition dwelt” upon’ at: any
length. Vet it has a- gréat beariig on our
deplorable condition. The-Government-have
been very réticent onr the' guestion, and
the only Minister who has dwelt upon ib-is
the leader of the other’ House. I- réfer to
our relationship’ with’ the Commonwealth.

I also quoted the rémarks:of the léader of
another pldes as: follows:— °

1 wish to impress on members, on'!tle
Press, and on the people® of Western: Aus-
tralia thé eminent importance of at once
taking " up with vigour and. purpose the
question of the finaneial relationship of
the State'to the' Commonwealth, No-intelli-
geiit consideratior’ of' our public financés
is -possible witliout a thorough understand-
ing of this matter.

I went on to say—

If necessary the. officizl entrusted with
tlie investigations eould be appointed a
Royal Commission to go into the matter, I
understand the Premier has said the Audi-
tor-Genéral is making some kind of investi-
gation, but'I do nbt think it possible for
himi to do so and at the saine timie carry
out his official duties. - A gentleman” like
Mr. Owen should be relieved -of his duties
and put on to the work, which I consider
is the most important task’ at the present
time. At the end of June next we must
bé ready to meet, with' the Treasurers. of
the other States, the Fiederal Treasarer
and diseuss our future relatiomship with
the Commoiwealth.

In speaking on' the Estimates, L
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. Hon. W, C. Angwin: What is the good
if we cannot alter it?

Mr. ANGELO: I am going to suggest
what we might be able to do, although I
know it is a giffieplt matter. When T was
speaking in 1918 I quoted figures which
showed that we received for the year ended
20th June, 1918, £762,346 as against a sum
of £1,585,465 colleeted by the Commonwealih
from Western Australia, leaving a deficiency
against vs of £823,119. At ‘the present time
I have approximate figures which show that
for the year ended 30th Jume, 1920, we re-
ceived irbm the Commonwealth under the
Burplus Revenue Act a pum of £414,575,
special contributions £154,430, old age pen-
giong £118,770, and maternity bonus £34335,
making a total of £792,110, To arrive at
what the Faderal Government received from
us we have to work it out on a population
basis, and from the accounts which have
appeared in the Press as to the amount of
customrs and direct tazation received by the
Comnouwealth Treasurer. The Customs re-
venue received last year amounted to
£21,574,559, and  direet taxation to
£20,273,131. Tho population basis of 53274,
274, of which Western Australia’s popula-
tion is 332,544, shows that the Customs re-
ceived for Australin was £4 lIs. 9d. per head
and from @Qirect taxation £3 16s. 10d. On
that bacis the Commonwealth -collected
from Western Australia, by way of direct
taxation, £1,277,519, and by way of Customs
revenue £1,359,271. Westein Australia is a
consuming Sfate. Tt would, therefore, be
guite fair to add 15s. extra per head of
the population for taxation, collected in the
other States through goods being sent here
and consumed in Western Australia, By such
an - allowance of 158. per head there would
be added another £249,408, making a total
of £2,886,198, After deducting the amount
we have received back, £782,110, it shows
that we paid the Commonwealth £3,194 088
last year more than- we received from them.
If we give them credit for our share of the
war expenditure, which they are paying out
‘of revenue this year, amounting to £346,395,
and the upkeep of the Customs and other
departments to £250,000, totalling £596,395,
the net deficiency against this State
amounts to £1,497,693 for the past 12 nonths.
Mr, Owen was put on to this work, and I
should like to read an extract from his re-
port on the question of the net monetary
logs to Western Australia éaused’ by Federa-
fion. He says— )

" We may now summasrise the net monetary
loss brought upon the Sfats Government
by Iederation from 15t Jamuvary, 1801, to
30th June, 1919, as- follows:—Customs
and excise, loss £7,463,000; posts, ete,
gain £1,205,000; defence, gain £1,003,000;
total of gains £2,208,000, Net loss of
‘Western Australia on above servieces,
£5,255.000. Add direet taxation in Western
Auvstralia  collected by  Commonwealth,

" £2,800,000. Total monetary loss of West-
ern Augtralia from Faéderation; £8,055,000.
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If we add to that the loss I have showa for
this year, namely, £1,497,693, it is clear that
up to the present we have lost £9,552,693

.from our comnection with the Federal Gov-

ernment. It appears to me that our troubie,
so far as our being unable to pay our way
is concerned, commenced in 1910-11, about
which time the first deficit appeared.

Hon. W, C. Angwin;: ‘We had it from the
start.

Mr. ANGELO: Not to any extemt. I
should like to show one or two of the rea-
sons for thiz. Of the customs and excise
actually paid and the amount returned to
ecach State in 1900-01, this State received
93.4 per cent.,, and the Commonwealth only
retained 6.6 per cent. Five years later, in
1905-06, Western Australia received 87.5
per cent., and the Commonweslth retained
12.5 per cent. In 1909-10 thiz State re-
ceived 74.3 per cent., and the Commonwealth
retained 25.7 per cent, In 1910-11 Western
Australia only received 54.5 per cent,, while
the Commonwealth retained 45.5 per cent.
In 1918-19, the last year of which we have
a record, this State received 40.3 per cent.,
and the Commonwezalth retained 59.7 per
cent, The year that the (ommonwealth
Gevernment started to impoge direct taxa-
tion was 1910-11. Mr. Owen says on this
point—-

‘When the six States of Australia joined
in the Federation of the Commonwealth,
they voluntarily gave up their best source
of revenue, mamely, customs and excise.
This source of revenue was not only the
most luerative but the one best capable
of adjustment from time to time to meet
the financial needs of the States; and the
Commonwealth was given in the Consti-
tution execlugive right to impose customs
and excise duties upon the eoming into
force of the Constitution.

The payment of these heavy customs duties
is & detriment to vs in two ways Not
only do we lose money we received before
Federation, but the coat of living in Western
Australin  has been madc considerably
higher than it was before we became feder-
ated by virtue of the higher duties now im-
posed. Not satisfied with the returns from
the OCustoms, the Commonwealth Govern-
ment in 1910 went in- for direct taxation.
Fn 1910-11 they introduced a Federal land
tax, and in 101415 Federal estates and
suceession dvties, in 19153-16 a Federal in-
come tax, and in 1916-17 a war time profits
tax. Every avenue of revenue that really
belongs to ‘the State seems to have been in-
vaded by the Commonwealth. TUp to June
30th, 1919, the Federal land tax collected
in Western Australia amounted to £561.000,
the Federal probate tax to £141,000, the
Federal income tax to £2.056,000, the war
time profits tax to £70,000, and the enter-
tainment tax to £25,000, - They - are just
taking off a portion of the entertainment
tax. I know it is not being done for omnr
benefit. T suppose it is beeanse one of the
Federal members, Mr. Catts, says he can-
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not afford to go to picture shows. We
might be able to seize that entertainment
tax for our own bencfit in Western Austra-
lia, These figures amount to £2,853,000.
For this year we have had to pay the Com-
monwealth £1,277,519, making s total of
abont £4,100,000. The powers vested in
the Federal Government alone are, amongst
other things, indireat taxation through cus-
toms and excise, bounties, defence, post
offices and telegraphs, telephones, quaran-
tine and lighthouses. The powers reserved
to the States are—education, mining, rab-
bits, water supply and sewerage, harbours
and rivers and roads, medical, health, lun-
acy, charities, gaola, police, etc.  Those
powers exereisable by both are—direct taxa-
tion, statistics, immigration, railways and
tramways, banking, insurance and justice.
In group No. 2 we find the huge spending
departments of the State, like education,
health, charities, lunncy, and so forth. We
have to maintain all these departments. The
Federal Government are released from all
responsibility with regard to them; whereas in
group No. 3 we have very little chance indeed
of rajsing any revenze. Tt would be fair
if the States as a whole, especially Western
Australia, were to ask the Federa] Govern-
ment if they could not assist us by taking
over such departments as educatiom, chari-
ties and health. It iz permissible for them
to do so. If they did this, we should he
able to effect a saving of at least the
amount of our deficit. The development of
the Northern Territory has cost Australia
six million pounds, and our share up to the
present has been £400,000, We are the only
State in Australia that has a northern ter-
ritory of its own to develop. I cannot um-
derstand why the Government of Western
Australia did mot years ago point this out
to the Federal Government. Victoria, New
South Wales, Queensland, and South Aus-
tralis had not the same expenditure in the
way of the development of this huge north-
ern territory as we have. The least the Fed-
eral Government. could do is to release us
from our share of this annual contribution.
With the £400,000 I bave menticned, Wwe
counld have done a great deal to develop our
own northern territory. At all events we
should have something to show for the money
if, instead of- its going into the coffers of
the Commonwealth, it had been applied to
the development of the mnorthern portion of
‘Western Australia, In every other way the
Federal Government are doing harm to this
State. Take the sngar industry, for in-
stance. Western Australia has to contri-
bufe largely to keep that industry going in
Queensland, That industry has interfered
with our jam factories, and made the cost
of living in Western Augtralia higher than
it should be. Most of the money raised for
Federal purposes is spent in the Eastern
States, Nearly all the army and mnavy
stores during the war were purchased in the

Eastern States, and the money paid. for-

them’ spent there. The ships that the Fed-
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eral Government are building for naval and
merchant service are being built in  the
Eastern States. The wages that have to be
paid to the ships’ builders are spent in the
East, I understand that the Federal Par-
liament means at least a million pounds a
year to Melbourne, ‘We are told that the
Federal Government intend to go on with
the building of the Federal capital at Can-
berra. This will zost something like £100,-
000,000. Our share of this is to be five
million pounds. What are we to get
for it? I Qo not suppose we shall re-
ceive a single pound. If that five millions
could be epent in ocur own' State in the
development of the North, it would go a long
way towards populating it and making it
mere produetive. A Navigation Aect was
passed for the pood of the whole of Aua-
tralia. The only part of Adstralia which will
feel the disadvantage of that Act is our
north-west coast. We have to put up with it
hecause the Federal Government have decided
to proclaiin it. "We know the trouble we have
had over our base metals. - One of the first
things that strikes the newcomer is the ab-
sence of factories in Western Australia, We

. did have one or two little factories here.

Member :
Narrogin.

Mr. ANGELO: That is se, Between 1901
and 1914 the population of New South Wales
inereased by 85 per cent., that of Vietoria by
18 per cent.,, but the population of Western
Australia increased by 67 per cent. But dur-
ing these 14 years the factories of New South
Wales increased by 57 per ceat., in Vietoria
by 74 per ecent., and in Western Australia
they only increased@ by 19 per eent,  This
ghows that instead of possessing the number
of factories we should have operating we
have only a few distributing warehouses.
That position will continue until we receive
better conditions from the Federal Govern-
ment. In 1901 our population was only
180,000, and yet we manufactured 265,000
pairs of boots. In 1916, although- our popu-
lation had nearly doubled, it being then
318,000, we only mannfaétured 217,000 pairs
of boots, considerably less than we were
manufacturing 15 years before. We all re:
member the efforts that were made to induce
us ‘to sell wheat to New South Wales at
76. 8d. per bushel.: If the people concerned
had treated us in a Federal:spirit all through,
one would not perhaps have minded supply-
ing a sister State in its hour of need. On
every ocepsion, however,. they have shown
an un-Federal spirit, and bave not com-
plied with the terms of the ‘edmpaect under
which we joined Federation. I am pleased
to see the fight that has beer put up against
the alleged ratification of that sale of wheat;
Only a few years ago there was a.drought in
New Sonth Wales, whereas we had supplies
of chaff "'and oats heré. We were sending
them over to New South Wales,- And what
did New South Wales dof ~ TReleased the
duties on New Zealand chaff and oats, so as
to rob us of the market that should héve beer
curs in the circumstances. That is an ghsgo-

There 8 a doll factory at
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lute fact, whieh -bas - not been mentioned here
before,

Hon. T. Walker: The reason may not'have
been solely as :the +hon, member suggests.
There may have:heen & desire to get a cheap
supply.

Mr. ANGELO: :I am not advocating seces-
sion or anything -of that kind. .I hope to be
& true Federal Avstralian all my life, but I
want -to see -the Federal Government carried
on in -the true Federal spirit. When we of
the North {do not get what we consider fair
treatment from the Government of this State,
we ‘do .not . say ghat we are going fo cut the
painter‘and .start as 2 new State. Instead
of that, we -sgnd .some of our people to Perth
for the purpose of advoeating to the Western
Anvstralian Government what we consider are
our jest rights and fair dues. It often hap-
pens.that a deputation from & northern muni-
cipality can secure from the State Govern-
ment what a northern Parliamentary repre-
pentative has .failed to obtain. Now, we
know that we have five representatives in the
lower House of the Federal Parliament; but
J fear thgse five members have not much say
jn a total.of 75 members; especially in view
of the huge represcntation accorded to the
two States, New South Wales and Victoria,
which principally ‘benefit from our misfor-
tones. Something ovght to be done immedi-
ately to relieve ;jthe position. Mr. Owen is
gonaidered 4he best fingncial man in our pub-
Jie service, and J shave brought to the atien-
gien of ‘hon. ;nembers his figures showing that
Western Avpsgtralia his already lost nine mil-
dions -through Federation. What is the use of
{alking about retrenchment in the public ser-
w¥ice or putting & few hundred pounds here
and there on -to railway freights if we can
get -the Federal -question adjusted, which
would mean -the immediate disappearance of
our deficit? Our .deficit never appeared until
the Federal ‘Government, departing -from the
Federal compget, hegan to inflict on us in-
direet taxatiom, -mhich .really :they had no
right to impoege. The State Government
should take this ,important matter up ear-
peatly, and send a representative deputation
from this House 'to Melbowrne to consnlt with
the Federal :Qabinet. (I -would suggest that
the deputation shenld consit” of the FPremier
and an -ex‘Trpaguxer firom this side of 'the
Houge, ‘the 'leader and the .deputy leader of
the Opposition, -angd :the leades -of the Country

arty -and angther ;member of +thia party.

his is ;2 ymajter high affects all sides .of
she House alike, -anil puch a-deputation wouold
ghaw that bhe ‘Western Augtralian m-zanliamﬂll.t
ip qwpited on the guestion. It s mit o party
matter. f guch ;p deputation went to Mal-
pourne and put She cpse of Western Aus-
trplin plainky and foreibly to .the Federal
guthgritigs, I -balisve womething wopld result.
If -pothing resolted, then perhaps we eould
gppeal fo a.still higher .authority. However,
{ «do not ;think ghat xvould :be necessary. In
my opinion, the Jdepujation 1 snggest would
abtain odeégnaie velief for Western Augtralin.

Bon. W. €. Angwin: The Federal -aunthori-
ties would gny thal meihad onr zepresentation
ip the Eederpl (Parlinment.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. ANGELO: That is all very well, but
what can five representatives do among 75%
They are merely voices erying in -the wilder-
ness, But if they were backed up by a depu-
tation from this State Parliament, something
would -be cffected. Let me point out again
that some money is required for the develop-
ment of the North. I trust that that devel-
opment will not depend upon the development
of the SBouth. I have already informed the
Fremier that I consider a special lpan should
be phiained for the development of the North,
In view of the successful flotations of two or
three Federal loans recently, in which pur
State’s quotas were fully subseribed, it wonld
not be s bad idea if the Western Australian
Government were to ask for a loan of a
million loeally; and I suggest they should
state that the interest shall be subject to
State taxation but free of Commonwealth
taxation. The Federal Government kindly
say to their investors, ‘*We will let you off
State taxation, but we will make you sub-
ject to Commonwealth taxation.’’ By the
means I have suggested, we would get a little
of our own back. Commonwealth taxation
béing higher than State taxation, that would
be an additional incentive to people to invest
in our State loan. One of our ex-Treasurers
has said that smeh a proceeding wonld he
guite in order, Finally, I trust that the Gov-
ernment will keep in mind the disadvantage
under which Western Australia suffers through
the actions of the Tederal Government; and
T hope Ministers will realise that strong re-
presentations should be made to the Federal
(Cabinet, not to treat us with kindness, but to
give us our just due in accordance with the
ccmpaet made at the consummation of Fed-
eration. :

‘Mr, CHESSON (Cue) [6.10]: T desire to
re-echo the worning given by other members
of this Chamber in reply to the Premier’s
intimation that railway freights are to be
further increased. Any sueh further in-
crease, coming on top of the heavy increases
made during and since the war, will mean
the closing np of some of our outhack mining
fields. Those fields cannot bear any further
impost. Increased railway ‘freights munst
mesn further demands by the miners on the
wining indusiry, and that indungtry cannot
stand increased costs in the outback districts.
TReferences "have been made to .ouwr diminish-
ing gold ovtput and to the shortage of work:
ers in the mining industry. One -veason for
the .shortage of mriners ia simiply the high
cost -of ‘living, which malkes it glmost impos-
gible for a miner to exist on -many of the
outback fields.  Another big faetor in rthe
dghortage of .-miners -is :the swant .of vantila-
tion rdn mines. If +tbe mine owpers looked
after that matter and made 'the working con-
{flidions tbetter, they wonld ‘have no ifficulty
in getting -single :men into the industry. At
presant .every -married grign with -sons takes
all sorts of egre that :mome .pf them shall go
into-the mining induspry. In-the mining .dis-
friets ‘'no young men are emharking in the
influstry, .and those who are in it are petting
opt as .quickly ae sthey can, in view of what
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they have seen happen to their fathers. If
the mine owners will look after ventilation
and working conditions génerally, they will
have a chance of getting young men 2a-re-
~cruits for the industry, A matter urgently
requiring the attention of the Government s
the activity of whiat we term on the Mur-
chison the motor-car prospector, Whenever
a new field is discovered, men rush out in
aotor ears and ‘take up the whole of the
area; and although they apply for leases
they do mot comply ‘with :the mining condi-
tions. They ‘stop ‘the legitimate prospectors
from -developing those fields. We know that
if tmanning conditions are not complied with,
any rperson can apply for forfeiture, But
what ‘happens in such ¢ases? In -ninety-nine
¢ases out of a hundred there is merely ‘a fine
imposed. No man will make application for
forfeiture of .a mine just for the sake of
getting the owners fined. Moreover, no one
desires to be classed as a professional jumper.
The Mines Department shonld use the police
to iinspeet new fields at least once per month
in order -to see that -the mauning eonditions
are complied with; and if .they are not, there
should be forfeiture for the benefit of some-
one prapared :to work the show. That is the
enly -way to open wp new fields. As to the
matter of exemptions, within the last day or
two there have been strong protests received
trom Lake Way antl Wiluna against Claunde
de Bernales, The -whole of that distriet ias
practically loeked up. Those who have it
locketl ‘up put up a case for exemption to
the warden on the plea that flotations are
being arranged in order to supply funds., In
faet, Bernales hag locked up the biggest por-
tion ‘of the outback fields. Many of the
‘mines -there are in liquidation, and he has
bought -the machinery. Very frequently it
‘happens, -too, that these mines are mot under
the  jurisdiction of the local warden. Then
it is wmecessary, if one -wishes to apply for
fornfeiture, sto move the Bupreme Court to
have -the .mine .placed under the warden’s
-jurisdiction. Of course the cost ‘of .sueh pro-
ceeding is utterly bayond the reach of :a
working miner, A man like Bernales should
receive -no encouragement from the Mines
Department, but should .be compelled to com-
jply with the manning conditions .in .the same
way &8 fanybody -else. The State batteries, 1
am glad to 4estify, are doing a great deal of
good work,

Bitting ‘suspendell from 6.15 to 7,30 p:h.

Mr. ‘CIHESSON: Before tea T wis refer-
ting ‘to the ‘State baitery system and ‘what
it has ‘done Tor the development of the in-
fustry. Stdte ‘batteries have mat been given
the eredit to whidh they sare entitled.
Bfeekstharra, Sandstona, #nd other flells
have been .opened up ‘through ‘the State
‘battery sydtem. It Erequenily happens that
after good mines have ‘been developed by
the /State batteries private companies pur-
chase ‘those anines, and so the 'batteries do
not get the credit to which they are en-
titled., The pecple of Cue for a very long
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time agitated for a public mill, but it was
not until 18 months age that they got the
ear of the then Minister for Mines, Mr.
Hudson, who agreed to instal a battery. It
is now 12 months since that battery was
erected. It has erushed 4,000 tons of stone
for 7,400 cunces of gold, “which at £4 per
ounce representa about £30,000. This bat-
tery, I may say, has the best record of all
the State mills, T give credit to the mem-
ber for Yilgarn for having erected this
battery. But for the mill, not half that
quantity of gold wounld have been put into
circulation.

Mr. Smith: How mueh did the mill cost?

Mr. CHESSON: I cannot say, but it is
keeping a large number of men in employ-
ment and has been of great benefit to the
tewn and distriet. Coming to the question
of 0ld age pensioners, I find that before
such a2 man can enter the Qld Men’s Home

he - has to sign an authority for the
State to draw his pension. Omece he
is an inmate of the Old Men’s Home

the State deducts 13s. from his pension.and
allows him 2s_.as comfort money. I take me
exception to that, but I do complain of the
attitude adopted by the Commonwealth, If
an inmate of the 0ld Men's Home, not
being an old age pensiomer, applies for a
pension, hig application is refused simply
because he did mot apply before entering
the home. In this I say .the Commonwealth
is shirking its obligations, I made -applica-
tion for a pension for an inmate of the Old
Men’s Home, but my applicatien was turned
down. T then tried to get for him the 23,
comfort money but that, too, was -Tefused.
In my opinion fhose old men are entitled
to ‘that ‘'money, and when the Common-
wealth vefuges it ‘the Btate ‘should come to
their agsistance. We ‘have heard a good
deal about the price of wheat. T think the
farmers are ‘getting a ‘fair deal in the
guaranteed price of 7s. 8d. I do mot object
to the farmer getting the world’s parity
for all ‘wheat exported, but ‘when it comes
‘to wheat 'for loedl consumption, -he should
Temember his dbligations to the people of
‘the State. The State has donme wery uch
for the farmer, both during drought e&nd
Huring war. The fatmer hak ‘been 'assisted
by the people as a “whole ‘with free "seed
wheat and with manures. Again, the State
has ‘handell “te the whest growsr a subsidy
‘o ‘the ‘extent of ‘some £86,000 in the shape
of railway carriage of superphosphistes.
Also ‘the farmer has ‘been assisted, hot wnly
through the Agricultural Badk, but ‘through
‘the Trndustries Assistance BoarH. And, when
exporting ‘wheat, the farmer pays mo whari-
'apre dues, whereas ‘the miner, when sending
away metdl, has ‘to ‘mieet ‘thome chaxges. In
view of these considerations I think ‘the
‘farmer ‘should ‘remeniber ‘his obligatiobs to
{he pecple When the price of whedt for'loea
consumption is under ‘review. Agdin, ‘dur-
ing ‘the war we protedtell '‘the Farmer froin
hia ereditors; we provided for him =
moratoritm.



722

Mr. Pickering: Was that confined to ihe
farmer?

Mr. CHESSON. The farmers were almost
the only people who took advantage of it.
If it is decided that the farmer shall have
the world’s parity for wheat for local con-
sumption, we shall all be saying the Lord’s
Prayer to the farmer—“Give us this day
our daily bread—and give it at a reason-
able rate” With all the assistance the
farmer has received from the people, he
should be at least well satisfied with the
price he ia getting to-day.

Mr. Johnston: He has given this country
a good deal of assistance.

Mr. CHESSON: Not as much as have
other sections of the community, such as
the gold-mining prospector, whe puts up with
far more hardships than doea the farmer,
and who doey not ask to be carried by the
people. When the mining prospector takes
up a lease he has to comply with the pre-
seribed conditions or his lease is forfeited.

The Colonial Secretary: If a man takes
up land and does not eomply with the con-
ditions, that land is forfeited.

Mr, CHESSON: I can supply the Min-
ister- with hundreds of cases in whieh tho
land settlement econditions are not heing
complied with, The pastoralist, like the
prospector, goes out and does pioneering
work, and has to pay all charges. He does
not ask for assistance from the people.
Certainly the farmer has no canse for com-
plaint. ¥Yet he wants everything he uses
to come into the eountry free from Customs
duties,

Mr. Hickmott: So does the miner,

Mr. CHESSON: No, the miner never
complains of the duty on machinery. He
wants to see secondary industries estab-
lished. The minars are not bringing up
their sons to follow the mining indunatry;
they want other avenues of employment for
their hoys. I know a large number of good
mechanics who are leaving the State be-
cause they cannot here get anything to do
in: their own line. We require population
of the right sort; we want mechanics as
well as farmers.

Mr, Hickmott: They are lnoking for
gkilled labour and eannot get it.

Mr. CHESSON: If the secondary indus-
tries were opened up, there would be plenty
of room for mechanies, and mechanies
would be attracted here.

Mr. Pickering: What about opening up
the country firstf

Mr. CHESSON : Wa require population
and a home market. It is’ necessary that
we shoild develop the secomdary industries.

The Minister for Works: What class of
mechanies are leaving the country? i

Mr. CHESSON: Moulders, fitters, and
turners. I know many of them. When the
Great FPFingal shut down they were hired

te go to Broken Hill to Newcastle and to

Port Pirie. - .
" The Minister for Workas:

There was
plenty of work here for them. o

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. CHESSON: Not at that time.

The Minister for Works: The trouble is
that we have not mechanics to-day.

Mr. CHESBON: At all events, I will say
no more on the subject of the Estimates
uetil we reach the items.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [7.43]: I was
glad to hear the optimistic Budget speecch
delivered by the Premier. Optimism iz con-
nection with the finances of the State is some-
thing new. We are faced with a deficit on
the year’s operations of £399,000, Perhaps
it is a matter for congratulation that the
amount is not double. The Premier, in de-
livering his Budget, said that at the moment
we did not expect there would be any meed
for further taxation. Since then, and prier
to the apeech made by the deputy leader of
the Opposition, there has been an award of
the Arbitration Court in regard to the rail-
way service, and now we are faced with a
furtker deficit of anything up to £350,000.
Judging from the Premier’s remarks we
may now expeet a further inerease in rail-
way freights, and additional tazation. There
has been 8 great outery, not only from the
farming community, but from those repre-
senting the mining industry, against the in-
crease in railway freights. Following on the
award recently given to the railway servants,
it is inevitable that some steps be takem to
adjust the revenue, Speaking as a member
of the Country party, I feel that it is the
duty of every section of the community to
do its vtmost to help to meet the difficult
position which eonfronta this State. When
we look to the British Empire, we find that
really serious efforts are being made to over-
come the burden of debt which hangs about
the shoulders of the British taxpayer. How
are they doing it? They are doing it by
drastic taxation and by increased railway
freights. Tt is not a popular ery for any
member of Parliament to advocate increased
freights or increased taxation of any deserip-
tion but, if we are in earncst regard-
ing the welfare of our State and ite
future prosperity, it is absolutely neces-
sary to deal with these matters in a
drastic way. Doubtless the Premier will
bring down some form of increased taxatiom,
and I feel sure that the members of this
House will realise the responsibility resting
on the people of this State to meet the obli-
gation in a way befitting the people of our
race. We are told that we have an aceumu-
lated deflecit of over four million pounds. If
we do not take this mitter seriously in hand,
it ig Aiffieult to forseast what the position
in the near future will be, When the ocea-
sion arises, I shall be ready to support any
omeasure which is just and equitable to the
whole of the people of this State for an
ingrease necessary in the direction indieated.
If we are going in for increazed taxation,
the form in which it should be introduced

" is that on the unjmproved land.

[Hon, G- 'fajlur' took the Chair.]
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Mr. Underwood: Make it land values.

Mr. PICKERING: No, T shall not. I be-
lieve there is a large territory in this State
which could well come under the unimproved
land tax, and I think it unwise to add more

than is necessary to the unimproved land.

values if we can get it from any other source
of taxation; but if it should be necessary,
I shall be prepared teo vote any additional
taxation which is really required in the in-
terests of' the finances of the State. It is
of no use talking as if we could wave a
magician’s wand and wipe away this deficit.
We have to get down to bedrock, and .look
the position squarely in the face, and meet
the deficit as we should by the only legiti-
mate and proper means, namely, by paying
our gbligations. A great deal has been said
in this Hounse regarding the increased cost of
living. Much of the increased eost of living
results from a decreased output. I am not
one of those who believe that a man ean do
in 44 hours what he formerly did in 48 hours.

Mr. Underwood: It would depend entirely
on where he was working and how he was
working. *

Mr. PICEERING: In a measure it might,
but taking it generally, no man can do in
44 hours what he had previously reqnired
48 hours to do.

Mr. Underwood: In a hot place he could
not do more in 48 hours than in 44,

PICKERING: I wish to deal partic-
ular]y with the phase connected with bl‘lﬂﬂ-
ing. I am quite sure that a man in the
building trade could not turn out in 44 hours
what he had hitherto dome in 48 hours, In
preparing estimates for work, I have to go
into the question of the cost of labour and
the cost of materials required in the con-
struction of a building, The cost of box
frame doors and frames of every description
at the present time is out of all preportion
to the cost of a few years ago. On inquiry
at a factory where these doors are made, I
find that whereas in 1914 ten doors per day
were turned out, at the present time only two
doors are being turned out, and that in face
of the fact that machinery gemerally has, if
anything, been improved in the interim,

" Mr, Pilkington: Surely not by the same
number of employees.

Mr. PICEERING: I am speaking of the
number turned out per man.

Mr, Chesson: Is there no shortage of ma-
terial?

Mr., PICKEERING: Neo, they have im-
proved machinery which =nables more mat-
erial to be put togethér than was the case in
1914; yet the number of doofs put tegether
by the individual are in the proportion of
two to 10.

Mr. Pilkington: One-fifth of the work.
#Mr. Johnston: - It is surprising that the
price is not even higher than it is,

Mr, PICKERING: The price has gone up
by 300 to 400 per cent.
Hon. W. C. Angwin:

statement.

I.d0 npt believe the_

. which I ean arrive,
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Mr. PICKERING: It was given to me
by a man whe knows what he is talking
ahout.

Hon. T, Walker:
view your informant:

Mr. PICKERING: Let members compare
the number of bricks laid to-day with the
number laid a few yeara ago, and see whether
the two totals are anything like the same. I
coniend that, with the present trend of lab-
our, there is no desire to give the output
which prevailed some years ago. The ten-
dency is not to equal the amount of work
which' was done in years past. 1 admit it is
necessary that increased wages should be
paid to meot the higher cost of living but,
if we wish to decrease the cost of living, it is
necessary that everyone should do his utmost
to increase the output. While there is any
restriction of output, it is obvious that the
demand will brmg about higher prices., The
greater the quantity of any commedity om
the market, the cheaper the commodity be-
comes. The law of supply and demand gov--
erns that.

Hon. T, Walker:
nowadays.

Mr. PICKERING:
to that extent.

Hon. T. Walker: Supplies can be regu
lated. This is done regularly, as you know.

Mr. PICKERING: We have been told by
the members representing the mining indus-
try that increased freights on the railways
will tend to close down that industry. When
I was speaking a few nights ago on a motion
for the removal of protective duties as ap-
plied te primary industries, not one member
in this Chamber spoke to the motion. Mem-
bers contend, and it no doubt is true, that
this-is a Federal matter and that any dis-
cussion in this House would have no effect.
My reply is that no Federal Parliament could
afford to disregard an expression of views
by a House of thix kind, When memhers re-
presenting the mining industry refrain from
protesting againgt the imposition of higher
tariff dnties, it surpasses my comprehengion,
It might be that the mining industry would
prefer to sacrifice itself to the secondary in-
dustries. That is the only conclusion at
Members admit that the
limit at which mines can be profitably worked
has been reached, and the only possible av-
enue 0f relief that I can see is by the re-
moval, fromn commodities essential to the in-
dusl;ry, of the high duties prevailing to-day;
but from what we can gather, these dutics
are more likely to be increased.

Mr. Chesson: The duties will have ne
effect on the closing down of the mines.

Mr, PICKERING: To-day it is sought to
convert our railway- system into a paying
business proposition. I need not trouble my
memory ‘ greatly te recall the time whén -we
spoke of railways as being requisites for de-
velopmental purposes. If it is a sine qua non
that the railways must pay——

Mr. Smith:” Do these railways ever ,,pay
from the first? ' '

I should like to inter-

It can be regulated

It is not regulated
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Mr, PICEERING: Some have, mainly the
timber railways. The Nannup line for one
was, before the war, one of the best paying
prapositions of any .in this State. If we are
going to lay this down as a prineciple, what
will become of such railways as the line from
Manjimup to Nornalup Inlet? How can we
hope ‘that such lines-will pay from the jump
exeept as a result of the timber traffic, but I
lielieve most of the timber to ‘be earried on
that line is karri, and T doubt whether that
will’be & ‘big adjunct in this conneetion. Re-
ference has bheen .made to the Wyndham
Meat “Works, TIf we wish to make. these
works a payable proposition, we must treat
them op exactly the same lines as the Stat
¥mplement Works were treated. We shall
have to write off about one-half of the enpi-
tal ‘before .they will become a payable pro-
position. 'Whether this course is contem-
plated by the Government, I am at aloss to
know.

The Minister for Works:
would you write off {

Mr, PICKERING:
€ost,

Mr, Pilkington: That will only make them
logk ‘as if -they are paying.

Mr, PICEERING: Various members have
spoken of the nesd for utilising the land ad-
Jacent to existing  railway lines, If T re-
member rightly, the Government had a classi-
fication made of 'this land, but I do not re-
collect that any particulars of that classifi-
cafion ‘were ever laid before the House. It
would ‘be interesting to know whether the
classification was carried out and the result
of 'it, because a considerable mileage of our
railways ‘lies through c¢ountry which, in my
-opinion, is absolutély valueless, and the argu-
ment about imposing an increased tax ‘to
bring that land into ocenpation and to frui-
tion goea to the wall

Mr. Lutey: "What about the land at Mid-
land Junction?

Mr, PICKERING: I have been over a
good portion of our railway system and I
know that there are miles and miles of land
which could not be cultivated 4in any cirenm-
stanees. No matter what tax is put on that

How mueh

About one-half .of the

lJard, it will not xesult in any benefit to the

Btate.

My, i8mith:
gift.

Mr. PICKERING : Menibers ‘who are most
ingistept 'in -advocating taxation on unim-
proved land values ‘would be the 'last ones to
take advantage of any land which is-offering.
We have heard 4 Yot of what has been done
for ¢he fammer. We have heard members
talk -of mpoonfeeding the Farmer, buot those
atho dalk se muych -about spoonfeeding ‘the
darmer would e the last ‘to leave ‘their .ecom-
fortoble zegis in this Chamber and try 'to
nreke .a Living 'on the land.

Mr. Green: "Who said that?

Mr, Chesson: BSome .f us have had
rongher experiences than you,

People would not take it as a
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Mr. PICKERING: We hear a lot of that
kind of talk, but the experience lies in the
past and not in the fature,

My, Gireen: Is not that your own position?

Mr, PICKERING: No, I am sticking 'to
my job.

© "M, Green: In St. George’s-terrace.

Mr. PICKERING: No; and if I myself
am not working, T have someone doing the
work for me,

Mr. Johnston: That is the best plan,

Mr. PICEERING: That is my opinion
after having had 18 years of work, I wish
to bring under the sotice of the Government
the question of drains in the South-West.
‘We have a Department of Agriculture which
devotes a great deal of attention to irriga-
tion. If the department appointed an officer
avhose business it was to make a survey of
the area lying between FPerth and Albany,
with a wview to locating all the different
water tables and eclaborating a natiomal
scheme .of drainage, good service would be
done for the State. If we wish to bring the
South-Western portion of the State under

acccupation, it is necessary that some national

scheme of drainage should be evolved and
given effeet to. Drainage boards ecannot
handle the big phases of this question but,
if the water tables were fixed and the drains -
were 1aid down, it would be a fair thing to
bring into the drainage areas ail those peo-
ple bordering on 'the main drains, and make
them construct aubsidiary services. TUntil
eome such scheme is undertaken, it will be
‘hopeless for settlers in the South-West to
‘make any satisfactory advance with the
«cultivation of their land. The land is so
sour and water-logged that it becomes abso-
lutely valueless.

Mr, Bmith: Tt wanty cheap lime.

Mr. PICKERING: That is becoming
available ‘but the land must be drdined first.
I .want to deal with fhe wheat question.
We have heard 'a great deal about the price
of ‘wheat and it has been suggested by the
‘¢ Wegt Australian’’ that the priee should
be fixed, and that the price should be -that
at which it is being sold for lecal consump-
tion “to-day, namely, 7e. 8d. Thiy, T take it,
is the thin edge of the wedge for fixing the
‘limiit at which -farmers can ‘hope to get the
top price for anything they produce.

‘Mr, Buiith: What is fhe top price?

Mr. PICKERING: I suggest it ds the
price which wheat or .any other .commodity
fetehes in the market. ]

Mr. Chesson: That is -what the farmer

cts. .

. Mr. PICKERING: That is what every
section of the community demands for what
iz produced. The **West Australian’’ de-
clares that the Government have, assisted
the wheat farmers to the extent of 3s. 8d.
a bushel, and they guote fignres to show the
losses sustained by the railways om account
of the carriage of wheat and other grain
and manures. Tt scems sgtrange that ‘the
whole of that should 'be charged to the two
million bushéls of wheat allocated for home
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cousumption. When the price of 7a. 84.
wes fixed by the representatives of the
wheat growers on the Pool, there was an
allowance made of -6d, per bushel on ae¢-
count .of the favours conferred by the peo-
ple of Anstralia on the wheat growers,
The ‘‘West Australian’’ worked this out in
their issue of Wednesday at 7d. per bushel,
and they charged that against the whole of
the wheat. In to-day’s issue, however, they
correeted the statement and charged it
against the wheat for home <c¢onsumption.
Conceding that -there is a loss of 7d. per
bushel, and thiat the farmer has already
made a concession of 6d., that brings it
down to 1d. per bushel, and working it ount
on ;the basis of two milliong, it comes out
at 7d. a bushel. Let us see what the ** West
Australian’’ would like the farmer to pre-
sent to the rest of the community, The
““Weat Anstralian’’ says ‘that wheat will
probably ‘be 16s. a bushel, Even taking
l4s. a9 the parity price that wheat is likely
to attain——

Mr. Pilkington:
come from?

Mr, PICKERING: They were published
in the ‘‘'West Aunstralian.’’ Even sup-
posing that the parity may reach l4s., and
we take the present price in round figures
at 8s. a2 bushel, there remains 68 a bushel,
which works. out at something like £600,000.
What other section of the community is
asked to make this contribution for the well
being .of the people? Why should oune sec-
tion be pieked out to carry the whole of this
burden? J would like to know how the
Government hope to settle a State like West-
ern Australia by starting out on the basis
that swheat, or any other commodity that a
farmer produces, must be limited in the price
that it realises, On the other hand, when
there ig a glut there i3 no assistance ex-
tended to the farmer. I have had the hon-
ouT to represent my electorate in this Cham-
her for three years and I have never yot
heard ;an .expression of opirion in the diree-
tion of advocating a minimum price for the
farmers’ products. Yet 'we have .members
stating that -farmers shall not receive full
vilue for their products. They say that the
Btate fhas .gone to the assistance of the
farmer in the past through -the Industries
Assistance Board and the Agricultural
Bank, ;and a3 few other -things. I would
point owt, ‘however, that everything that the
Harmer ‘hag had by way of assistance he ‘has
had to pay it back with interest. Do hon.
membors gtate that -other industries are not
nasisted? “What abont mining? Look at
the -assigtance «that has ‘been rendered i the
egtzblishment of State butteries. Fow
much thas been given for sinking and many
ather ‘thingst

Mr. 8mith: We guaranteed the farmers,

Mr., PICKERING: And how mueh has
been lost by that guarantee? The farmer

has had to pay .everything back with in-
‘terest When the guarantee ‘waz given .no
risk whatever was ‘aken.

Where do those figures
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Mr. Luntey: They were very well gatisfied
10 .months ago.

Mr. PICKERING: Suppogse they were?
The hon. member .would not accept to-day
what he was accepting ten months age, If
we :could get three times as much for our
products we would .take it.-

Mjr. Chegson: The mining industry mever
asks for anything unreasonable.

Mr., PICEERING: Ngither does the
farmer want anything that is unreasonable.
Hon, members do not care who suffer 5o long
as they -themselves do not. When the
farmers come to Perth to buy anything they
have to pay what .is asked. There is no
suggestion that prices should be reduced to
anything like their right value. Where they
paid £120 a few years ago for a reaper
thrasher, they have to pay £260 to-day.
Hon. membhers tell us that wages in Eng-
land are higher than they are in -Australia
to-day, and although there are freight,
hendling charges, insurance, and everything
else, to help them, they say that they must
have these increased charges.

Mr, Troy: Who -says that?

Mr. PICEERING: The Federal Parlia-
ment. If we are really in earnest about
our policy of land settlement in this "State,
are we going to help it by .our system of
fixing the ‘price at which a farmer ecan dig
pose of his commodity? There is ome thing
that is required in connection with land set-
tlement which has inereased in price out of
all proportion, and that is wire netting.
Other eammodities such as building material,
iron, implements, ete,, have also increased
out «of all proportion.

‘The Attorney General: Are the increases
peculiar to 'land settlement?

Mr. PICKERING: They apply to every-
thing, but we do not say that we will fix
the ‘price which ghall be demanded,

“Hon. 'W. C. Angwin: Yes, we do, through
the Prices Regulation Commission.

Mr. PICKERING: Take the cost of clear-
ing, and anything else that one likes to

mention. Clearing to-day is -very .difficult
and .expensive,
Mr. Munsie: How 'much ‘more are you

paying to-day than yon -were paying 10
Years ago? -

Mr. PICKERING: One hundred -per eent,
more.

Mr. Smith: Nonsense;

Myr. Johnston: Well, .over 50 per .cent,

Mr, Munsie: Phe Industries Assistance
Board will allow vou the same amount .Lo-
day as they did 10 years :ago.

Mr. PICKERING: ¥You .cannot possibly
expect it to be done for that.

‘Mx. Munpsie. But it is dpne.

Mr. PICEERING: Tf we are going ‘to
say 'with regard to -wheat that the price s
to be limited, ‘then -why should we rot limit
the price of meat, woel, butter, potataes, and
every other eommodity that the farmer oro-
duces? Al (this -is’ all right -when the -high
price ‘does not anit a section .of the commun-
ity, but when ‘it falls, the farmer .can .go
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hang. The member for Mount Magnet {Mr.
Troy) said that the time would ecome when

we would probably have to go 'to the as-

gistance of the farmers onece more. The far-
mer has the oppertunity now of getting off
the Industries Asgsistance Board and putting
by something for difficult times that may
come-again. But members representing other
industries say, ‘‘No, we will not allow you to
do that.”” There is nothing to show that
prices will not fall; they may fall to-morrow.
We know how inarkets ‘Auctuate, and if the
rice of wheat should fall below that which
armers are getting to-day, the first ery will
be for the removal of the 7s, 8d.

Mr, Chesson: That is a puarantee.

Mr. PICKERING: The hon. member is
wrong. That is the price fixed for local con-

sumption, The guarantee was for 53, a
bushel. ‘
Mr, Bmith: Are you in favour of wiping

out pouwltry raising altogether?

Mr. PICKERING: I am in favour of
poultry raisers growing produee for their
own requirements. Most of them can do
that. If they cannot grow wheat they can
grown Indian corn. ’

Mr, Green: They ecannot do it in the
coastal areas, where poultry is raised.

Mr. PICKERING: T happen to be farm-
ing on a coastal area and I can grow rye
and as much as I want of it, That is good
feed for poultry. .

Mr. Smith: They will not touch it.

Mr. PICKERING: They will, and they
do well on it. I congratulate the member
for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Green) on his temperate
speech this afternoon on the sandalwood
question. The only remark I have to make
by way of explanation iz that the statement
I made to the Chamber with regard to the
firm of Paterson & Co. was given to me in
good faith. It was sent to me by the firm,
and I had every reason to helieve in its
truth.

Mr, Green: Yon were misinformed.

Mr. PICKERING: I made the statement
that the Chinese had been separated from
that firm for the last two years. The mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie to-day read what pur-
ported to be the result of a search——

Mr. Green: On the 13th February last.

Mr, PICEERING: Which shows that the
statement I made did not coinecide with it.
I very much regret if I deceived the House,
and misled hon, members in this direction.

Mr, Green: I move that your apolegy be
acecepted. .
Mr. PICKERING: I was informed by

the firm that thia interest had ceased to ex-
ist two years ago. This may still be g0 in
spite of the result of the search, and the in-
terest may have lazpsed prior to that record
being made. There is one remark I should
like to make concerning the ‘‘West Aus-
tralian.’’ )

Mr. Smith: What Qid they say?

Mr. PICKERING: T think they said that
Y was overburdened with brains. I wish fo
draw attention to the aspersions which that
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paper cast upon the memories of politicians.
There i3 one thing that a member of Par-
liament stands in need of, and that is a good
memory. The *'West Australian,’’ however,
accuses members of Parliament of having
bad memories. Although that newspaper is
gtrong in its advoeacy of self-sacrifice on
the part of the farmer, may I ask what
self-sacrifice the paper in question is show:
ing? The price of this newspaper is now
twopence, and the cost of its adver-
tisements is cut of all proportion to their
value, The ¢‘West Australian’’ has
not shown by its actions any interest
in reducing the cost of living in Western
Australia. The management does not supply
tree papers to any seetion of the ecommunity,
and does not reduce the price of the adwer-
tisements. If the paper is in sympathy with
the people of Western Australia they have an
opportunity of setting a patriotic exzample
andl reducing both the price of the issue and
of the advertisements. If people generally
would join in universal- self-sacrifice I am
sure¢ the farmers would be only too ready to
meet them half-way. If every section of the
community would do its share jn these times

“of difficnlty the farmers would be prepared

to meet them.

My, Chesson: The people are already do-

ing it.
- Mr. PICKERING: The farmers are being
asked to do everything, and that is unreason-
able, They realise that we are up against it,
snd that we should all do our utmost to help
every section of the community. When hon.
members talk about putting the burden om
the ghoulders of the farmer I asgk them to
carry their own share of the burden in tlese
times of diffieulty.

Mr, Mullany: You are the only member
who has suggested otherwisa.

Mr, PICKERING: Some hon, members
will bear out that statement. I trust it will
not be thought that the farmer desires to
exploit the people. All he wants is a fair
deal, and he is prepared to give a fair deal
to those who treat bim in a like mannoer.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS (Hon.
W. J. George—Murray-Wellingten) [8.22]:
I regret that the Premier is not present, for
I had prepared a few notes for him with ref-
erence to gsome remarks made by the member
for North-East Fremantle {(Hon, W. C.
Angwin). The other evening, when speaking
about water supplies, the hon. member drew
certain conclusions, which I think I shall be
ahle to show were not quite accurate, The real
position of the metropolitan water supply ia
as follows:~—The revennes is £170,600, the
expenditure, on salaries, is £21,100, and on
wages £42,600, and on interest on debentures
£33,510, a total of £97,210, leaving a balance
of £73,390. The hon. member points out that
this would appear to be a surplus or a profit.
The position, however, is that there is a special
Aet which deals with interest and sinking
fund, and for that purpose £76,000 is re-
quired, If we deduet £73,390 from £76,000
we find that the Estimates are prepared with
a deficiency of £2,610. It was because we



[23 SEPTEMBER, 1920.]

possessed that knowledge that the water rate
,was made with the object of lessening the
«gap, whieh otherwise would have appeared in
the circumstances I have quoted. Before the
increase of 2d. was approved by me last May
it was estimated that there would be a defieit
of £17,950, made up as follows: on water,
£7,912, on sewerage £8,536, and on storm
water £1,502. The extra 2d. was estimated
to produce £11,000, so that, as far as we
could see in May last, when I authorised the
charging of the extra 2d., there would be a
deficiency of £6,950.

Hon. W. (. Angwin: I want you to look
at the footnote on the Estimates, which
shows that the £33,000 for interest and sink-
ing fund is ineluded in the £76,000.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I will
deal with that later, As I have sald, we have
prepared. our Estimates showing a deficiency
of £2,610. -‘We expect that the recent award,
so far as it applies to the water supply, will
make a difference of £4,210 this year. The
deficit on the water supply, sewerage, and
storm water drainage, at the 30th June,
1921, is estimated to be £6,820. Referring
to the interjection of the member for North-
Bast Fremantle, I do not see that the
£33,000 i3 inelnded in the £76,000.

Mr. Munsie: The £76,000 is included im
‘the footnote.

"The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The in-
terest and sinking fund are included under
‘the provision made under Speeial Acts, ap-
proximately £76,000.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The £33,570 is marked
‘‘%,’? and it iz shown to be included in the
£76,000.

The MINISTER FPOR WOREKS: I do not
think that is intended.

Hon. W. C. Angwin; That is how it reads.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I think
perhaps the wording might be improved.. The
intention is to refer to the interest and sink-
ing fund on debentures. Interest and sinking
fund on debentures cannot by any stretch of
the imagination be supposed to be interest
and sinking fund ineluded in a provision|
made under Special Aets.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: It is mentioned in
vour ' Estimates. : -

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The in-
terest and sinking fund under Special Acts
* is £76.000, and that has been provided for,
as the hon. member knows. TUnder deben-
tures, the interest and ginking fund are shown
to be £33.510. Apart from the increased
‘wages, the deficiency is estimated to amount
to £2,610, and with the increased wages we
expect that the total deficiency will be in the
neighbourhood of £6,820. I thought it juest
ag well, before the general disevstion was
concluded. that this position should be made
elear to the House,

Hon.- W. C, Angwin: It is not clear ae-
cording to the Estimates.

. General debate concluded; Votes and items
diseussed as. followa:—

- " Ttem, Clerk Asgistant, and Usher Black
-Rod: - - .
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Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: The salary of the
Usher of the Black Rod, compared with what
iz was when he was appointed, is a small one.

Mr. Smith: He is not getting anything at
all

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: He comes under
Special Acts, and is not paid anything at all
for tbis position, Another position he holds
carries these duties with it. This officer has
clearly gone back in salary when we take into
consideration the increased cost of living.
This is a ecase which should receive considera-
tion from the Government, or else from the
President of the Legislative Council. Some-
thing might be paid for this particular work
now, in view of the increase in the cost of
living since the appointment was made, years

ago.

The PREMIER: The Usher of the Black
Rod is paid as Clerk of the Executive Couneil
a salary of £350. It is true that that salary
was fixed many years ago. I will take the
matter into consideration.

Item, Messengers, £80;

Mr. LUTEY: 'Fhis item appears to indi-
cate very low pay. Were the three messen-
gers on foll time for a total expenditire of
£111, which was the amount expended last
year® :

The PREMIER: These Estimates are pre-
pared by the President of the Legislative
Couneil. I take it the messengers.are not. on
full time. .

[Mr. Munsie took the Chair.]

Hon. T. WALKER: Why are they not on
full time? When Parliament iy sitting, and
alse when Parliament is in recess, messengers
have to be employed. :

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I am not prepared with
any speeial information regarding this vote
for the Legislative Couneil, but in answer-to

.the question of the mewber for Brownhill-

Ivanhoe T may say that there are two mes-
gengers engaged -at the Council- besides the
one known as the Chief Messenger. Sessional
messengers are engaged just for the period
Parliament sits; there is no necessity to keep
them on full time. I think two boys are kept
on for the Assembly all through the year.
The Coumell puts on a sessional messenger,
just as the Assembly puts on sessional mes-
sengers.

Mr. LUTEY: A payment of only £30 to
two messengers for the whole year indieates
& sweating wage of £40,

The Premier: All the messengers are not
wanted during the recess.

Mr. LUTEY: But we are told two of
them are here all the year round, and omly
£80 is provided for them. T hope the Gov-
ernment will see whether they canmnot remun-
erate these lads better. :

Mr, JONES: It looka as if the intention
was to cut down the scanty pittance
allowed to these three boys from £111 te
£80. There are two. messengers on full
time, and one messenger for the sgession
only, Apparently, then, two and a-balf
messengers are to receive a total pittance
of £80, Parliament cannot afford to sweat
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its employees. If the State cannot afford
to pay messenger boys a decent wage, it
would be better to let the members of the
Couneil run their own errands.

Hon. G. TAYLOE: One messenger boy,
who is kept on permanently, a boy just over
the school age, say 15 years of age, gets £1
per week, The other messenger boy is put
on just for the session, and is called a ses-
sional messenger. He is even younger than
the other boy; he ia the small boy whom
hon. membery can see at the Legislative
Council door. T.ast year the Chief Messen-
ger received £204; this year he is fo re-
ceive £225, or ap increase of £21. The item
of £111 is for one permanent messenger boy
and one sessional messenger boy, both of
them 14 or 15 years of age, who stay a year
or two, The House Committee have made
provigion for these boys to atitend the
Technical School, though I do not know
whether the boys avail themselves of that
opportunity, The permanent boy gets £1
per week, and I suppose the other boy also
geta £1 per week.

Mr. Mullany: No boy gets less than £1
per week. )

Mr, Chesgon: Do these boya get their
food in addition to this sweating wage of
£1 per week?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: On sitting days the
boys get a meal here, which is charged up
to the House Committes. The officers of
the Hounse are all treated in the same way.
At the.tea adjournment they all have their
tea here, and that mesal is paid for by the
House Committee. If the officers are called
upon to do any work in coanection with
select committees which keeps them here
during the day, they get their midday meal
as well.

Mr, JOHNSTON: Over 20 years ago Sir
Joha: Forrest laid it down that boys leaving
school to enter the publi¢ service were to
get £60 per annum for a start. Now, 20
years later, we find boys in the employ of
Parliament' on £1 per week.

Mr. GREEN: I think the parliamentary
messengers, and partienlarly the junior
messengers, are indeed more poorly paid
than they should be. During the last two
years there was & boy employed by the
Legislative Council—he left quite recently
—at £1 a week., That was the salary he
was receiving when he left. Seeing nothing
ahead of him, and mo chance of a rise, he
- left to better himself. We know that the
Chief Messenger in either Honse has a good
deal of work to do and can make himself
oxtremely useful to members. Unless there
is & sufficient amount of remuneration to
induce 2 smart boy to stay here, the
prospect of getting good officers of that
kind is remote.

Mr, Smith: But 2 messenger boy cannot
stay long; he cannot remain a messenger
boy all hig life.

Mi. GREEN: That is so; but there should
be a reasonable’ chance for these lads to
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obtain better
Housges,

The Minister for Works: How long would
the boys have to wait for such positions? -

Mr. GREEN: A long time, possibly; but
no boy should be kept on here for two years
at £1 per week. [ accept the Bpeaker’s
assurance that the boys get a meal per day
here; but it seems that some of them must
prefer a bit of bread and jam, or a bit of
bread and butter and an onion, to the meal
provided by Parliament, because T have
seen a boy make his lunch on swech food.

Hon, G, TAYLOR: I am sorry that the
member for Kalgoorlie and perhaps other
members of the Committes have not
thoroughly understood me; perhaps I have
not made myself clear. On days when Par-
liament is sitting, the boys get one meal
per day. That meal is the tea meal, not the
luncheon meal. The boys bring their
luncheon on sitting days the same as, I
suppose, they do on days when the House
stands adjourned. In the evening the boys
have on their table exactly the same food
a3 hon., members have on their tables in
the diring room, and for which food mem-
bers pay. 1 do¢ not think there is any dis-
tinction made. I have had no complainta.
The boys come here young, from school, as
messenger boys, In most cases it would be
the first employment they ever had. Our
difficulty is that there is no scope for boys
as messenger boys, Let. me give an illustra-
ticn which I know can he borne out by at
least ope member of this Committen. We
had a boy for'a number of years attending
to the telephone, and he grew from s boy to
a man; and Iknew it was not fair to. him
to keep him ih that telephone rooi. I fliink
he was then about 20 years of age.

Mr: Green. Was that Joseph Malone?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Yes.

Mr: Green: A very smart. lad, too.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Yes; and his long ex-
perience in the telephone room emabled him
to do the work very well indeed.

Mr. Green: What was he getting?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I think, 27s. 6d; a
week,

er. Green: He got 128. a day after he
left.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Through the secretary
ot the House Committee I advised the boy to
seek some other position, since he had out-
grown the post up here and there was no
hope of ineremsing. his wages., Still the
boy hung on, until at. last. it was intimated
to him that'if he did not seek another job we
would not. help him, not even to the extent
of giving him a reference. I learnt that the
doctor had told him that he was weak chested
and onght to get out into the open air. Now
I understand that the only regret the lad has
is that he remained here so long. He has
gince told the Minister for Works that he
would not have remained here so long had’ he
known what opportunities were awaiting him
eleewhere, It is absurd to have young 'men

paid positions around the



[23 SEPTEMBER, 1920.]

up here doing. the work of boys. Recently I
got' a boy into 2 commereial firm, where he
was paid 10s. a week to start, and was granted
# substantial rise a few months later,

Mr. Luteyr Ten shillings 2 week thege days
is sweating.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: A boy coming here from
school receives £1 per week. It is not a
callihg which I should be pleassd to see a
boy of mine enter, but what we offer is not
bad for a boy leavmg school.

Mr. Smith: It is more than most hon.
members started at.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: It is at least as much
as he would get anywhere else to begin with.
If the boys who come here cared to study,
they eould prepare themselves for better posi-
tions in the public service.

Mr. LUTEY: I hope the Government will
take into consideration the. high cost of liv-
ing and sce whether they ecannot pay the
boys a better wage. The money offering is
not fair; the Government ought to be ashamed
of themselves,

The Premier: 1t is. not a question for
the Government, It is:for you.and other hon.
members to say.

Mr. LUTEY: Then.I gay we should imme-
diately raise the wages or dispense with the
boys altogether.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Probably
I had some part in indueing the boy Malone
to leave Parliament- Hpuge, One day after
he had. left. I met hifn in the train: He told
me-he-had' been' working at the timber mills,
and that'it had done him se.much- good that
kie- was. a: different lad: altogether.

Mr: Underwood: He would-have- done bet-
ter still if he- had: gone up' North:

The MINISTER' FOR WORES: At all
events herwent out of this-dreary hole, where
he had no prcspects-whatever. He went into
the open air and took ow & man's. work, and
was go snbisfitd with it that he told me he
would never again ‘coop himself up. As to
what should be paid the boys here, it is a
matter of opinion, but I would not. see a boy
of mine wasting his life and injuring his
health in that telephone room, remaining
there for hours after the time when he should
be in bed,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The position of the
boys at Parliament Hounse requires eonsidera-
tion. The work here is boy’s work and -the
trouble.is that there ia no outlet for the boys.
‘When on the House Committee I endeavonred
to find a solution. of the difficulty. Many
people think it is a fine thing to get thexr
boys into Parliament House. .

Mr. Green: They think they will become
politiciana.

Mr. UNDEREWIOOD; Then they do not
know what a politician is, T endeavoured to
arrange a.system under which, when a boy
had been here a few years, he could pass on
to some other occupation, In my opinion a
boy. coming here should take up a-course at
the Technical School with a view to passing
from here to the public service. We can pget
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the best boys in the country, hut it is un-
fair to those boys to keep them here
until they have grown into men, and then
turn them off. 'We should endeavour to
provide some outlet for those boys. If res-
tricted to a year or two the trhining they
get hers might be very useful to them in
later days. The question of what to do with
the boys employed at Parliament House,
how to pass them on when they become men,
deserves the consideration of hon. members,

JIt is not a question of paying them men’'s

wages, for the work they do is distinetly
boys’ work. What is required is some means:
of turning out those boys wuseful citizens
after they have completed their work here.

Mr, JONES: I should like some assurance
from the Premier. I cannot move that the
amount be increased, so there seems to be
nothing to do than plead to the stony hearte.
of the Govermment to give these boys a liv-
ing wage. Some of them work 12 or 14
hours a day during the session. Could not
some system of overtime be arranged. to
their advantage! Weé should have some ox-
planation from the House Committee as to-
whether it is: intended to continue to sweat
these boys.

Ttem, Incidental £150:

Mr, MULLANY: There is here an increase:
in last year’s- expenditure over- and above
the estimate. 1 should like some explans-
tion.

The PREMIER: It was due to some ex-
penditure in: eonnection, with the President’s
room: The care of this. building 2nd. every-
thing connected with it is in the. hands. of
the President, the -Speaker. and. the House
Committee, The Government have no con-
trol, except that the Treasurer may reduce-
the estimates submitted. It must -be.under-

-stood. that, when payments are made. from

this vote, they are made upon.accounts.sub--
mitted to and passed by the House Com-
mittee and certified by a certifying. officer
attached to. the- committee, From time to-
time there must be renewals and repairs,
even at Parliament House. I understand
that these curtains were procured and the
addifional amcount is required to pay- for
them. :

Hon. T. Walker: You cannot tell us- whit-
the expenditure is for?

The PREMIER: I have told members that-
the expenditure ia for curtains for-the Presi--
dent’s room.

Mr. Underwood: Window eurtains.

The PREMIER: Does the member for-
Kanowna expect me to go around and see
what is-heing donef The House Committee-
have been appointed to look after this work.

Hon. T. Walker: I want to know what
you know about it.

The PREMIER: Even when thé item ap-
pears on the Estimates, it is for the House-
Commitiee to say whether the money shalll
be expended.
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Mr. Underwood: Do you only pay for
what the committee agree tof

The PREMIER: The money is voted and
expended by order of the committee. There
are no regulations governing the control of
these premises.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: This is not on the
vote of the House Commities,

The PREMIER: Tt is on the Legislative
Council vote.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That does not deal
with repairs and renewals,

The PREMIER: The Speaker has control
of a portion of the premises, the President
has control of another portion, and the
House Committee have certain other control,
but I understand that the House Committee
pass the votes for all these purposas.

Hon. G. Taylor: No.

The PREMIER: Then the Honse Commit-
tee should insist upon doing so. T believe
that. these curtains were necessary and so the
amount appears on the Estimates.

Mr. MULLANY: As a member of the
House Committee, T asked for this informa.
tion. The Premier has not told the House
- that the extra amount is for the purchase of
certain curtains for the President’s room,
1 wish to explain exaetly what occurred.
The House Committee are treated as a Gov-
ernment department to the extent that they
received a circnlar from the Treasury on the
25th May last containing the following in-
structions: — .

When compiling the expenditure HBsti-
mates, every ecomomy must be exercised;
~ every item must be justified. It is desired
to reduee to a minimum the number and
amount of excess items. The Estimates
- must, therefore, provide for all essential
serviees,
On the 15th July, the President was on a
visit to the Eastern States but, at his re-
quest, the Speaker asked the House Commit-
tee to agree to provide new curtains and
casement blinds for the President’s room.
The House Committee, having in mind the
necessity for economy, examined the curtains
2nd were unanimously of opinion that they
were quite suitable for at least a few yeard’
further service, They were prepared to pro-
vide new ecasement blinds, which were-in a
Pad state, but the Commitiee refused to au-
thorise the expenditure of any money to pro-
vide new cortains. At the following meet-
ing of the House Committee, held om the
11th Awngust, the President attended. When
the President had been informed that the
House Committee had refused to authorise
the expenditure for new ecurtains, he made
this remark—according to the minutes—
‘“The President referred to the minute re-
‘lating to eurtaing for his room and, after point-
ing out that the room wassunder his control,
said he would pay for the casement as well
ag the hanging curtains from the Legisla-
tive Council vote.’’ He also indulged in a
little mild satire to the sffect that he would
not trespass on the kindness of the House
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Commitiee by allowing them to pay for the
cagement blinds out of the House Commit-
tee vote, but that he would pay for the
whole of the curtains out of the Legislative
Couneil vote, If the President has power to
authorise expenditure in this way, it is simply
farcical to retain the House Committee. The
President, in the first instance, recognised
that the proper course to take was to ask the
House Committee to authorise this expendi-
ture. The House Committee, having refused
to do so, the President, quite airily said, ‘*I
shall not frespass upon your kindness but
will pay for the whole of the curtains out of
the Legislative Counecil vote.’” The curtzins
which were hanging in fthe President’s room
have been removed, and new ones have been
installed. I de not profess to know so much
abont the value of curtains as does the Pre-
sident, but the only recommendation in favour
of the new curtains ig that, like the Presi-
dent, they are somewhat new to the position
they occupy. If I were asked to take my
choice of the old curtains and the new ones,
I would certainly prefer the old ones. I can-
not continue to remain a member of the
House Committee if thinge are to be dome in
this way. :

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Move to reduce the
vote.

Mr. MULLANY: I
amendment—

That the item be reduced by £30.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The member for Men-
zies has made it clear that the House Com-
mittee were unanimous that the expenditure
at the time was uncalled for. The first ar-
gument for installing new curtains was that
the new President was likely to have visitors
and he wanted his room to look decent. Un-
less one examined the old curtains very
clgsely, he would not notice anything wrong
with them, Tn view of the high price of
material, and of the minute we had received
from the 7Treasury, we thought that only
absolute necessaries should be purchased, and
we deemed the time inoprortune te purchage
new curtains for the President’s room. I,
top, feel rather sore that a decision of the
House Committee should have been over-
ridden in this way.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: There seems to be
gome difference of opinion as to the powers
of the House Committee. As chairman of the
committee, I would point out that this item
has nothing whatever to do with the House
Committes. It is the Legislative Couneil
vate, which is under the control of the Pre-
sident, and all the items are set out, namely,
postage and telephones £15, statiomery £35,
other £100, 1f wembers look at the Esti-
mates for last year, they will find that
the item ‘‘other’’ does mot appear; it was
specifically laid down what each amount
was for. The only way in which I can
define the powers and authority of the House
Committee will be when we reach the vote
of the House Committee. The amount ‘‘In-
cidental £1,375°/ is controlled by the House

therefore move an
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Committee and consists of the
items:~—Telephones £225, -firewood = £90,
water £90, renewals £265, other £705, T do
not know what the item ‘‘othet’’ represents.
To my knowledge it has never before ap-
peared in the Estimates, and I have been
in the House for 20 years. I do moi know

following

why it was put there. With regard
to the expenditure . for mnew curtains,
the President was leaving the State

to attend to some business in Melhourne.
There are three windows in his room and the
. ‘President asked that the matter of purchas.
ing hanging and casement curtains should be
hrought before the Committee. I said to
him, ‘‘Can you give me any idea of the cost,
because that might influence the Commif-
tee.”’ He replied, ‘I have an estimate; it
Tis ‘betweern £27 and £30.7 I said, ‘‘Then I
am safe in putting it .before the Committee
at £30.°° The President replied, ‘‘Quite
90.’” When the Committee met I brought

the matter of the cortains before the mem- .

bers present. The Committee had their
meeting in the President’s room, and im-
‘gpected the curtains which were there, The
hanging cortaing were seen to be slightly
.faded, but of conrse they had been there for
a good number of years. The casement eur-
tains were absolutely perished. The Com-
mittee decided that there was no mecessity to
g0 to a big expense td secure mew hanging
curtains and they passed a resolution agree-
ing to purchase casement eurtains, hut
turned down the proposal to buy new hang-
ing enrtains, I-“reported the matter tu the
President on his return, and he said, ‘‘T will
pay for them out of my vote.”’ I presume,
therefore, that the vartains having been in-
stalled, the. President intends to pay for
them out of his vote. - The matter came up
again at the next Committee meeting. At
that meeting the President showed that he

was not altegether pleased with the action -

of the Committee. Xvidently the item under
discussion has been placed. on the Estimates
to cover the cost of the curtains. The Coin-

" - mittee having deeide@ that the expenditure

was not warranted, they were not altogether
pleased at the purchase being made over
thei¥ heads. .

Mr. Underwood: Mot only over their
heads, but spending the money as. well.

Hon. G, TAYLOR: [ do not kpow that
any good will arise from a discussion on
the matter now that it has been ventilated.
. One member of the Committee said that the

- expenditure of the money eould not be jnsti-

fied as it had heen turned down hy the Com--

mittee. The Committee deeided that a cer
tain line of action -should be adopted, and

- "vet the very thing that the Committee tried

to -avoid was carried out. The President
may be the best judge of what is required
for hiz room; I am not going to question his
judgment. I have merely drawn attention to
the position the House Committee occupy
and ‘the siand that was faken. The Honse
Committee dealt with thizs matter just as they
wonld have dealt with any other. At that
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same meeting the Heuse Committee had be-
fore them an application for an increase in
the wages of the staff, bul they could not see
théir way to accede to it, and having arrived
at that deeision they fell that they could not
authorise the expenditure of a sum of money
on uew curtaing, especially as they thought
that the existing curtains would last another
two or thres years. N

Mr, JONES: This question is undoubt-
edly an evasion of prerogative in the matter
of wliat money should be spent in the House,
On +the other” hand, locking at the matter
seriously, we must really consider that a’cer-
tain amount of money is needed in order to
kea}i up the position that the Pregident holda.
Tt certdinly requires the furniture and em-
bellishments to.be in keeping with the breeclies
.and buckies of the position. We have not
been told exactly what dort of -curtains were
purchased.- At any rate, I am not clear as
to whether the eurtains were of felt, muslin,
or crépe-de-chine, or what colour they were
or what the length was. We surely should
have that information before we can vote in-
telligéntly on the amendment.

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN; The only peint
that concerns me i3 whether the curtains
were worn out., We are told that they 'were
in_good order. - .

My, Underwood: And condition.

The Minister for -Works: They wanted
cleaning, perhaps. ,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: As hon. members
are continually preaching economy, I agree
that it would be unwise to pass the amount
of £30 for the payment of the new eurtaina,
.The Premier has told us that he was under
the impression that all money spent here was
spent with the approval of the House Com-
mittee, and he thonght that when aecounts
were presented for payment that they had
been passed by that Committes. 1 -do not
bilieve in giving any officer of the House
the full right to spend money in any way he
may think fit, * In this case we are told that
the Committee inspected the curtaing, and
that in their ‘opiniefi they would Liave lasted
ungther’ two or three years. It is neeessary
that we should put a stop te this kind of
thing and make not only the President, but

* the Speaker as well, realise that when we

appoint & House Committee wa intemd that
that Commiftee shall say how the wmoney
voted them shall be expended. The, £30 spent
ou the eurtains might well have gone towards
effecting improvements to some school; it cer-
tainly econld have been spent to better advan-
tage.

Amendment put and passed.
Vota (as reduced to £885) agreed to.
Progress reported.

BTILL—ROADS (L.OSURE.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 21st September,

Hon. W, ¢. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle} [9.30]: I have no objection to the



passing of tlie second reading of this Bill, but
I &8k that the committee stage be postponed
until next Tuesday. There are one or twg
matters contained in the schedule which re-
quire attention, and seeing that the Bill was
only cir¢nlated last Tuesday, there has been
ne opportumty yet to deal with them,
This is the uvsual Bill brought down every
session. It is rendered mecessary owing to
the alteration of the various distriets and the
need to provide for the carrying-on of in-
duvstries. I am in favour of the passmg of
the second reading.

On motion by the \Imlster for Works, de-
bate ad;;onrued

House adjourned at 9.32 ‘p.m.

Legislative Council,

Tuesday, 28th September, 1920
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

BILLS (4)—FIRST READING.

1, Stallions Registration.
Introfluced by the Honorary Minister.

2, Monicipal Corporations Aet  Amend-
ment.
Introduced by Houn. J, E. Dodd.
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3, Carriers. -
Received from the Assembly.

4, Building Societies.

Received from the Assembly.

BILL—LOCAL AUTHORITIES SINKING
FUNDS.
Second Reading.
A, BAGLIN (West)

Hon, F, [4.37] in

- moving the second reading of this Riil said:-T

desire to poibt out that it is a -measure of
only two clavses, giving loeal authorities
power. to take up war gratuity bonds, or to
cash way gratuity bonds for their employees.
Employees of local authorities whe went to
the war now flad themselves in the position
of holding war gratvity bonds and of re-
quiring money, and they have not heen able
to get their bonds caghed without going to
persous who want a very considerable dis-
count. It is within my knowledge that var-
ious lecal anthorities are anxious to nieet
their employees in this eonnection. We know
that the funds of local authorities are raised
by rating, and there is a provisien that not.
less than two per cent, of the. money col-
lected must be deposited with the Colonial
Treasurer towards a sinking fund to redeem
the loans -of local authorities. The local
duthorities have no- power to invest that -
money in other than State securities. War
gratuity bonds being a Federal security, the
loeal authorities, if they are to cash them,
must be given specific authority to do se.
The Bill limits the investment of the sinking
funds of loeal anthorities, so far as Federal
securities are concerned, to war gratuity
bonds. Tf this measure passes, the loeal
authorities will lodge war gratuity bonds in-
stead of cash with the Colonial Treasurer.
~Payment of those bonds is to be made in
Mareh, 1924, or about three and a half years
hénee. The local anthorities at present get
four per cent. interest on the money de-
posited with the Colonial Tredsurer as sink-
ing fond. As the war gratvity bonds cairy.

- §34 per cent. interest, this will he an advan-

tage to the local avthorities, I do not think
it is necessary further to urge the passing
of this very necessary measure on hon. mem-
bers, and T move— -

+ That the Bill be now read a second time.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc,

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendmment, and
the report adopted.

BILL—HIGH SCHOOL ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Returned from the Assembly with an
amendment,



